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Foreword 



While reading Bed Time Stories-2, you must have noticed that during the 
days of Guru Nanak. public was blindly following selfish religious leaders who 
had only their own interest in view. The people did without questioning, 
everything that the religious leaders wanted them to do. Animal and human 
sacrifices were given to please gods of stone. To enjoy the comforts of heaven 
in the next world people met their death by getting themselves sawed or getung 
crushed under the wheels of the sacred chariot. 

Guru Nanak Dev saw that people performed rituals and followed customs 
as guided by selfish religious leaders due to ignorance. As long as they are 
illiterate, the people cannot be brought on the right path. Before illiteracy was 
removed, it was essential to remove the misconception from the minas of the 
people that attainment of knowledge was not the sole-right of Brahmins. Brahmin 
Manu, by dividing society into four castes, had given only Brahmins the right 
to get education. A long time was necessary to remove this misconception and 
illiteracy. Before his merger into the Supreme Being, Guru Nanak Dev entrusted 
this responsibility to one of his disciples, Bhai Lehna. 

ín Bed Time Stories-5, you will see that as the people gave up falše rituals 
and became the Gurus Sikhs on account of preaching of the Guru s successors, 
Guru Angad Dev, Guru Amar Dass and Guru Ram Dass, the Brahmins and Qazis 
were progressively becoming opponents of the Guru's institution. 

Listening to complaints by Brahmins and Qazis, the king Jahangir martyred 
Guru Arjan Dev after inhuman torture, on the 30th May, 1606. Before his 
departure to Lahore, Guru Arjan Dev had entrusted the responsibility of 
continuing the preaching of Guru Nanak s thought to his son Hargobind. You 
will read about his life in Bed Time Stories-6 that how he transformed Sikhs into 
Saint-Soldiers. 



S. S. Jagdcv 



BTf cV cSo< ^ řft ?TO fTOnj 



3Tf ^ řft ^ řTTTH 31 KW, 15C4 FtH^t § ffe ^t Hďfe, tf 

řft U 103 tjfe^ I §77 řJ 1- 75* VTH 1 " flíH 1 " £ 'ttfdď' I §77 £ to 1 " W U^-fiFÍf 

to # fe^řora" u u wďcStí] to 1 feřT wťt §77 ^ tffre 1 ' řft § §^t fef^r frat 1 
w hw ut §77 ťt wt, yf^ ffe feg yfét t# tto cra frat greft 1 

^Sra 1? UHfiW 7TO fife" >TH řit HčFfe §TT^ Í7JT»r I §77 U fUH 7 £ 1524 ylH<^1 feš 
tffTJ řP" 3" fFof řJoTO ofa Stét I 

%f TO řft #TO U^t U ^TJTH TOI TF3 TTO U HoT § 7TO ^ Ů #TO 

F^t třU TO I 1526 HtH^t ftí^ £ U řTF; fUsT, Ht WÍd<*' řft £ ffe ^rfw" 

§ F^t U H řF^F Hf oTC f^ST I řTU, ¥ftf fV3T U UÍU^" ^W, 3RT TTOoT 

řft U 1 " fw Ht I 1532 ylH^I fe^ Ht Mfd<£' řft £ Wt řTU W vfjHt Wt ČTTf TTO^T 
řn? řft řJ HW H75 I Ht Wfd<i' řft řj TO f^š TOt feš řjt fH^H řj HW 

UJ7J ČTC 7JTFI §77 oídďdUTJ ^ UTf ?TOor U^ řft U ^TTO oTTO ^ čTO I 

nt wfdd 1 řft, 1532 «1hW1 u^t t?dHcS' srét řře uf ofdďdtra i^r i ^j^Koré- 

HT^T 75" iBH, lltét ^fučT H^ Ú 3" 3Tf T^TOoT U^ řft ^ WTO oTTO *SFt otdďdUS fcfe 
§ UF I >>THt §17 § HTf 7TOoT U^ tŤt fe+ ^ ^níH >H#e, ftfe ý 

UFI Ht ÍTfe 1 ' řft ^ W BTf ?TOoT ^ řft WTWFWVfe^l ^Tf TTOčf 
ÍTt^ foRF, "HHť H% firé flři" »F ÍF# I VT ^t §H WHHW U l" HTf TTOoT 

^ řft 7^ IHHHW U ^d^'d >>T7JT ^ Ht rtfoď řft f fer, "BhT Uí^t ÍFH f^H 

7TO Š?j Ů ÍFH W^ŤT ^Jť ^ řr# l" 

Ht MÍdď řft 7^ WH řT ^ řJÍW fe" UdHHW řj 1- HHH 7 fřJbT^ ZÍt §H BTřít 

Ht I Ht Wfdď řít W ZoT ^ fHoT W TO HTH 3" ^UT H^t fej 

¥7^ Ht řf >T Ut^t §TÍH > HH^ T ď Ht H HTf TTOoT řJ^ řft W TOI fo7 W fe^ #H 

UF Ht MfOď řft 7J HTf TTOoT řft 7S" Iffe^, 7^" 7^ oft U ?" Ht MfOď řft 

?> §^ fe^, "htf tv*" jsfŤjTjT ^ ^ fife- ^ Koř řjr řr^ řj^t řj 7% ^ řr fan 1" Tjif 

řft 7; foCF, u Wt Wf^, f Ů H >HHf U I ÍFH TOt»T ři řJ^e^TJ fříH W 

H ^ fe^e TO, §H H 7 ^ ut HšT oTTOt HiTet Ů l" Ht wfoď řft 7^ BJf řft U HTO TO 
^ řj^t U rddHcS' ^ ftp>TO TO fHWTJT f^ 1 " I §77 7^ TTT^ W řTH § oTŘT fřJET, 

"htj řj^t u řT75 řit Tsrrť uut i ří ^¥ vr§ ^'oltď nt fro fop>r i" 
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gjzj <vc*>o( ^ řfť ?ro fn&m Meeting with Guru Nanak Dev 



Meeting with Guru Nanak Dev 

Guru Angad Dev was born on the 31 st March, 1504 A.D., at village Matte- 
di-Sarai. His fathers name was Bhai Pheru Mail. He was named 'Lehna' by 
his parents. His father was well educated and was the treasurer of the governor 
of Ferozepur at that time. So Bhai Pheru Mali gave Sri Lehna a good education. 
He was married to Bibi Kheivi in village Khadur when he was fifteen. The village 
Matte-di-Sarai was destroyed during the invasion of Babar. In 1524 A.D., his 
father moved to Khadur and opened a shop there. 

Bhai Pheru Mali was a devotee of Vaishno Devi. He used to visit the Devi 
every year, taking the other devotees of his village along with him. After the 
death of his father in 1526 A.D., Sri Lehna started to lead the villagers to the 
Devi. Bhai Jodh, a resident of village Khadur was a Sikh (disciple) of Guru 
Nanak Dev. In 1532 A.D., Sri Lehna heard from him the hymns of Guru Nanak 
Dev for the first time. Sri Lehna was greatly impressed by the hymns in praise 
of God in his own language. He decided to go to Kartarpur for an audience 
with Guru Nanak Dev. 

In 1532 A.D., on his next visit to the Devi, Sri Lehna broke his journey 
at Kartarpur. Having iniormed his party, he rode towards the village for an 
audience with Guru Nanak Dev. On his way, he met Guru Nanak Dev who 
was returning from the fields to the village. Sri Lehna asked him the way to 
the Dharamsala (inn) where Guru Nanak Dev held the meetings. Guru Nanak 
Dev said, "Please follow me. I am also going there." When they reached the 
dooř of the Dharamsala. Guru Nanak Dev said to Sri Lehna, "Please fasten 
your mare to that stake and go in through that door." 

On entering, Sri Lehna saw that the one who had shown him the way, 
adorned the seat of the preceptor. Sri Lehna paid obeisance and sat on one 
side thinking, "It was my fault that I was riding and the Guru was walking." 
While he was still engrossed in these thoughts, Guru Nanak Dev asked him, 
"Brother, what is your name ?" Sri Lehna replied, "My name is Lehna and ! 
am leading the party of my villagers to the Devi." The Guru said, "Brother 
Lehna, you are to take [Laina in Panjabi) and I am to give [Děna). It is better 
to serve that Lord from whom the gods and goddesses of this world beg to 
fulfil the demands of their devotees." On hearing these words from the Guru, 
Sri Lehna gave up the visit to the Devi. He told his villagers, "I no longer need 
to go to the goddess. I have found all that I want." 
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Ht ttfd<£' řít, 3Tf fWvoT ^ řít F >fo 3T, "e^t U ťdH<V § H r S T f^JTUT 

ddďdgg oťlddťS tr wře ^ i ^3 fe^ fw grf řít £ nt ufoe 1 řrt ý fcr, 
"g^ hhT >H r ir^ ura ^fF5»r § w š ^h »rt 1" gjf f uoth řjt inw^ otto fu 
yfu ^uh hth 1 fy nfn^t ^čt?? ^ 3h »rv^ yfea ^h § mí fe^ 1 č*f 
fe?ř fw, vra^ tftét ?ft f řjrr, nt wfdď řfť frra fto fécr ^ ^t v^" w á tfdďdira 

§ W3T 3+ VTďF tftét řít £ fy § fcF, "HHť foTH oTH & ofU fíJ ^ ťt 

otdďdUS ^ »Tt l" »fdT Ht rtfdď řft £ f33 fřj^, "čPH W ^H or^f^r 
HoT^t fj, IÍ3 7SUť oíd^'yl řT HoTřit l" 

HT rtfdď tTt 7; ddďdUH W^^^U^UrawtHHTfTTt W feř 
fřTH čJTčJ Ht t£ FtfBŤ f^T ?^t?7 oT^t ^ H?7 I UTf řít £ Ht Mfdď řít řj fH3 fw 
fFoT TOfe" řit VšT W 3" fer, "fol WH á" ^ l" §H ?Třjt?í řjt VšT f^T íWoW 77^5 
fBZF Ht, fřTH ?TO Ht wfdd' řít ř 7 ?^ ořll# 3Te U 3TF I UÍ3" UtTčr fw HOT^t 
řít £ Ht ttfdď řít F 3TřJ čRífew ^ í«H'ď oTčT fer, "BHT ÍFH ¥W U3H ř> fHď 

fira ?ret?7 ^t ^sr^ 3" w% ofu^ ure ore fďH u?> i fen čph w ?íut?7 fs/H^' 
nt i" Hjf řrt h fcr, "vf fe^ # íhh f&t UFt Wocyl f hV ht^t ferf^ 
^t ife gyt u i feý ^ fth §rra ^ng fe^r>>r uftw S i" vth 7 HFsrot t=rt ^ řT^ íiph^ 

Ht ttfd<±' řft ^ oHif^T § ^fw 3+ §H f OTď ťt T^TH »í T fe»f T I 
gjf Ht ^ Ht ttfdď řít ^ f^f řFH-lF? H f^-?^ ^ ¥U ¥^ oTHA Wťl 
§y § féoT ftt fFoT H^t Ůťt fťt TO H?3 Wťt fcF I Ht «fdď řít UofH H3# 
fUt TO H?^ >H T F I féoT fFHTTO oTH ^ ?njH >>T§TJ UF, gjf řít £ U% oT^r 

IT^t fe^ HZ fřJH 7 I Ht Wfdď řít ^ čfZčT ofe ^ BJf řít f ř> fEH 1 " I fy fřJ?F 
>jdt"d' f řŤ HTřJ l^cft řF^ 1 " HlťtH HřJdŤ W fdTfe^T řŤe 1 " Ht I 

féof ftf?7 HTf řft ^ fFoT H^ U% f?W H řl^TH § I ÍHdď ^t fy 

^ flrě řT#, fy ^ fu H^ KW) I Ht rtfdcť řft 3" fe W$ čt? ^ ¥TO ^UH 

ht? 1 nt Mfdď řít § Hni >>rfe T Bjf řft ^ fy § yf^r, "hhT ftrf ?7uť ^uh 
řře, ř^ wt h^ h^ utf to ?" nt ttfdď řít ^ f^ fe^, "w »rv fa?^ 

UH fťt r^o|'ď TSTTt I fy řj f<ío('<i H?7 fď ^níH BTF l" HTf řít ^ fcF, "3^ HH 

^ťt #b ?^rť far 1 h vra 7, >H3T ů tor ír i" 
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Observance of Order 

Obeying the word of Guru Nanak Dev, Sri Lehna gave up the visit to 
Vaishno Devi and became engrossed in the bliss of recitation at Kartarpur. 
After four days, the Guru asked Sri Lehna, "Please go home and inform your 
family, then you can come back." Bowing to the command of the Guru he 
returned to Khadur. He entrusted the work of his shop to his eldest son Ďasu. 
After some days, Sri Lehna informed Mother Kheivi, his wife, and started for 
Kartarpur with a bundle of salt on his head. Mother Kheivi said to him, "Please 
ask some labourer to carry the bundle of salt to Kartarpur." Sri Lehna replied, 
"One can get the work done from a labourer but the service is only performed 
by himself." 

On reaching Kartarpur, Sri Lehna left the bundle of salt home and went 
to the fields where the Guru was supervising the work. The Guru was getting 
weeds removed from the rice fields. The Guru placed a bundle of weeds on 
Sri Lehna's head and said. "Take it home to the village." Slush was dripping 
out of the bundle of weeds and Sri Lehnas new clothes were soiled. On 
reaching home, Mother Sulakhani pointed to the soiled clothes of Sri Lehna 
and said, "You have spoiled the clothes of this gentleman by making him carry 
the bundle on his head. You should have sent the weed through some 
labourer." The Guru said, "I have placed on his head the bundle, showing the 
path of truth to the people gone astray. It is not slush but saííron that has 
been sprayed on his garments." When Mother Sulakhani observed his 
garments again, she beheld saffron. 

To remove the difference in feeling, due to caste and sociál status from 
the mind of Sri Lehna, one day the Guru asked him to throw out a dead rat. 
Immediately, on hearing the command, Sri Lehna threw the rat out. On 
another day, while returning after bathing, the Guru threw the mug he was 
carrying, in dirty water. Sri Lehna took it out and handed it over to the Guru. 
In those days, the job of throwing away the dead or entering in the dirty water 
was thought to be the work of the poor and out-casts. 

One day the Guru took a heavy stick in his hand and walked towards 
the forest. He hit everyone who tried to follow him. All except Sri Lehna turned 
back for fear of being beaten. When Sri Lehna kept on following, the Guru 
asked him, "Why are you not going back when all others have returned ?" Sri 
Lehna replied, "I have no one to rely upon except you. They have their shelters 
so they have gone back." The Guru said, "Now there is no difference between 
you and me. You have become part of me." 
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HŤUVT 



3Jf TTč^oT ^ £ 2 HdMd, 1539 ylH^l § >>TV^- H^čT wf<Jď řfl" §, >>fdTU, >H t U^t 

>hht šr >>r^r w fen 7 h wt fnťt huth ý are >>fare ^ íŤt >>rét fara 



fcWQd HHÍ >H T f^T>H T oftHt I fen 33/ 3JJ TTOoT £^ řft £ >H T V^T £ djddít/l fíTH^ťt 

Hjf >>fdTe řřt § *íf3 ^nm řr frM ^ w uoth ^ fé^ 7 fcíOToí §h 

foTO £ ÍTf , fe^ 3" řF ^ ^ HÍJ ftff UdH fe^HT ^ HTOH 1 ^ řT H?7 I 

BJf >HdT? ^ ř?t ferH § tJH fe >Hn^t f>>T W ¥fd ^ dT? I HUt£ §77 £ 
?^^Ht rdW'<S rtdrfynTHTTUt^Ft HfdHd! ofe 7 " I fpfe H3T3 djf £ tddHcS' Síťt otdďdUS 
>H T ^\, W djf ^ ^dHH ?P" tfe" fird" H^t fodTH U 3" ^VH Vd3 řF^t I If H^jfé feH 
3d/ ťt ČTT? I Hfddjd £ tddHcS 7P" U^T oPTO HdTSF fe^ TO^t HUH dT^t I ÍW 

£ tŤt W tT 3" djf TTt § VdT? oTdTÍ TOBÍ" oftét I W íft ÍHÍr f M 

VfHEt Wd^ £ TT^T W TO 1 " řít 3 <Jd ÍW § >H r § L e ^tfcPtf 1 " 3* §U §?/ § dTTB fetf 

fWwt 1 h^ 1 " tc 7 £ vrťt wd 7 ^ £ djf >>fdTe ^ flřt w yfe^r §u >>fdr lir 

oTd H^T íft HHF djf řfl" §HF H?7 I f^ý VTFt ^ď^l FWljH^ 

§^ ^ TO »T dTF H H3T^ť t^dHA ora ^ fťSďtt Ú dTFlW I W W 1 " řft ^ TOHt oft^t. 
">Hnj ^ ÍHH ^d/ ^ TO^ ?TO HdT3^ § d^T fef^" ^ ^ ?^jť >H T ^ T I 

fen Hd/ §u íwm ů^t>>r irot>>r u?7 1 ~>xni Hdiď 1 § t^dHA u# h §xren ^ ^ §77 
§ 1tto dK# ir§" i" 

djf >>fdre ^¥ řřt ^ w w trt TOHt w?? oru ^, uf^ h fw ^ f^iďň 
^ h ortddcs UcT ?TdT i >hh^ ^dra «ťddd Trfdpyr i Bif tft £ >>ffvr^ #H ^ 

HVFLTHt fuf W £ fu^ ^ Ťfwř § H^Oď Hf oT^ f^H 1 " I § >K T 1TS' UFt" 
oTÍTO feí ^ f^e, fdOTol f?f fe?Ť ^W^" >>TH "OTŤ m, Hoft- W Ut fetTH 
H?7 ! Htfl" IffuU £ ^ UŘHFŤ, HBTH^ ^ K^-Ud^" ^ Hdldd dtddHd) HFt dHdl^T 

old^'0'^ H Uď feř I féoT § olTO ^ "3 foCtt o[tt ^ f^e I 

> H r U TTd 1 " fOT díro I »Tťt HčJTd doiwl.^' H^B H W ofd?7 ^fHH 

oTd^e I 
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Greatness of Goďs Word 



On the 2nd September, 1539 A.D., Guru Nanak Dev declared his devotee 
Lehna, (Angad) his own part, and paid obeisance to him. He also called upon 
the rest of the congregation to bow before Guru Angad Dev. In this way, Guru 
Nanak Dev entrusted the responsibility to lead the Sikhs. to his disciple. 
Simultaneously, he handed over the book (Pothi) containing hymns composed 
by him and verses of other saints collected by him. He asked Guru Angad 
Dev to return to Khadur and preach tenets of Sikhism as the villagers of that 
area were shunning the Hindu faith and embracing Islám out of fear or 
temptation. 

Guru Angad Dev went to his aunťs house at Khadur without informing 
anyone. He did not hold any recitál or any congregation for some months. Sikh 
devotees would come to Kartarpur for an audience with the Guru but returned 
dišheartened on not finding him there. Six months passed in this way. This 
caused greať unrest among the devotees. One day Sikhs requested Baba 
Budha to reveal the Guru to them. Baba Budha took the devotees with him 
to Khadur. 

When aunt Bharai saw Baba Budha and other Sikhs corning, sne came 
forward to meet them. When Baba Budha asked her about Guru Angad Dev, 
she said nothing. Baba Budha understood that the Guru was at her home. 
Reaching there, they started a recitál of the holy word. Hearing the recitál, 
the Guru camc outside and the Sikhs were delighted to behold their Guru. 
Baba Budha requested the Guru, There is no one who can guide the Sikhs 
if you keep on hiding like this. They are getting agitated. Please give audience 
to the devotees and guide them to the right path." 

Guru Angad Dev acceded to his request and selecting an elevated site 
bctween the villages of Khadur and Sanghar, he set up a dwelling there. 
Devotees started assembling there for audience. Congregations and recitals 
began to be held in the morning and evening. Community kitchen was also 
started round the clock. The Guru started teaching the children of the 
surrounding villages after the morning congregation. He used to write primers 
for the children with his own hands because there were no printing presses 
at that Ume. Before the evening congregation, he organised wrestling and other 
sports for entertainments and body fitness of the devotees. He advised 
everyone to do practical service and honest labour. He himself always twisted 
string used for weaving cots. He used to listen to the problems of the devotees 
and advised solutions. 
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20 >tfí[tf , 1526 ylH^l §, ^TTO £ fyyďdlK OTl" § UU 1 " ČT íd^HďA W čPtT čFHH 
ote 1 " I 26 ťHHd , 1530 Htftét § §H ^t W HH Ú 3TFt I §H fUsT ^HU 1 

y^? uvrť? yťwd Hfew i 17 WEt, 1540 Htn^t §, fyyďJlH wnl ^ fér frar^w uro 

^TTi £ H3" ltf?> £ čT^ŤT ^ HčTH UVTO § fu^t H »TU fd^HďA 

uh 1 ^ § uíts yn čt fitmro >>rfe>>r fa §h£ fun 7 ^if <v<soí 7; fcr nt 

fa" §H ^foŤ HH fd^HďA §W ^řT oídAdíl^ I BJf TPTičT £ ČTU TO f£ 

tsréf tr h?>, ítf fcT §net »fFr fttt ut yw3 ht 1 pyn^ 1 fcSdď čtto *rét §h£ »tto 
^Fft^" § irfe»r, "wr ^ gyj tfttčt ^t ote u ?" §h£ §^ fén 7 , "gjf wre 

tft to 1 ^7 ^ #gr ^fo»r fwH £ >>ret tffu fcra - % u 1" 

U>TO, ^FÍte ý H č7 HTf »f3TU ^ ŤTt U #3 W fUT»T I §H H>f 3Tf íft hIw 
§ U^ 1 " 377 H?7 I UK^ tT 7 ČT tr^ 1 " tt fePtfr I čJTčT ÍTT »TTO ÍW^ *F3T TO, 

f aui §77 čM §w íwa ?r ftn^i w § fej 

čT HTO HTTT >H T tH>H T I §TO fej ct fcT UTf íft ^ §TO ^ cM IJ^T T^ft' čftét, 

f^řt Ht H Hď tT77 W ÍPH ¥T čT #1^^ Tft I TO f" .^oťld' §^ HSTšTčT W" ČT 

>nar^t yo'tddl fer f^r ^ i tt^ h §h w čt fuTF ht ^ ^ šre ?rs § 
tW fewt ?" 

BTf řft WK H^tW H^tw H^ čT UH 1 ^ HUH H^tvfe 1 " tf^F I §H^ U% ČT Blf 
?Tt »T3T HTTHt čftHt, ">fS W Ú HTFt I >Hnj TO 1 flí Ů H H§ HW? ČT^ fe§ I 
K Wlí ^ W >H T tH>H t fcT B]f 77VTOT ^ ttl ^ H% § HH ^ ^FT fěš* 

HT, tra feu ¥TO tW TO 75%F U ?" ^Tf tTt ^ fcTIT, "TTÉT HčT few^" oTďe 1 " 

U ^ČT §H^ ^ŤT dfOd' U I W ČŤFt HTFTTH^t UFt d^dll, fřTH 

H^ 7 ^t?W fer l H H TO drt^'d 06'Q't! 1 ^ H§ ^tT TO Ut ÍHR ÍTcF Ht, 

TO H ^VH HtOT7 ^few řF I řT^ f" ~Ť H§ ^FT f>f^ W%W l" W 

HW fw 22 ŤJA, 1555 FTH^t § UVT^T Rí^HďA ^ ^few I ^If TTOčT 

?4t # HJf >H3Te Ht ^ ^ TT§ TO I 
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Lesson to Hwnayan 

Babar had acquired thc kingdom of India by deťeating Ibrahim Lodhi on 
the 20th April, 1526 A.D. He died at Agra on the 26th December, 1530 A.D., 
and his eldest son Humayun succeeded him. Sher Khan, a generál of Ibrahim 
Lodhi, gave a humiliating defeat to Humayun at Kannauj on the 17th May, 
1540 A.D., and assumed the Kingdom of India. Humayun ran from Agra 
towards Lahore for his life. 

On reaehing Panjab, il oeeured to him that Guru Nanak had said to his 
father, "Seven generations of yours shall rule India." Why were the words of 
Guru Nanak not eoming truc, while it was only his second generatioií. To clear 
his doubt, he asked his minister, "Who is on the seat of Guru Nanak?" He 
replied, "Guru Angad Dev has suceceded him. His abode is near village Khadur 
beyond the river Beas." 

Taking his minister alongwith him, Humayun reached the abode of Guru 
Angad Dev. The Guru was teaching the ehildren at that Ume. Humayun went 
and stood there. The Guru remained engrossed in teaching the ehildren. He 
did not pay any particular attention to the arrival of Humayun. Hamayun felt 
enraged at this. Thinking that the Guru had taken no notice of him, he made 
up his mind to murder him. When Humayun started to pull his sword out 
of the scabbard to fulfil his desire, the Guru said. "Humayun ! where was this 
sword of yours when you suffered defeat at the hands of Sher Khan and ran 
away ? Nov/ you are showing your bravery by weilding it on hermits. Why didn't 
you show your sword to Sher Khan when you were running away from him 
out of fear?" 

Humayun was greatly ashamed on hearing the truth from the Guru. He 
entreated with folded hands before the Guru. "I have made a mistake. You 
are the embodiment of God. Flease forgive me. I had come to ask you that 
Guru Nanak had bestowed upon my father. the rule of India for seven 
generations. Why are his words proving falše?" The Guru said. "As long as 
a king rules with justice, his reign lasts. You must have committcd some 
injustice which has resulted in your dethronement. Had you not lifted your 
sword just now, you would have got your kingdom back right-away but go 
back to Iran now. You will get your kingdom when you return again." On the 
22nd June, 1555 A.D., after fiťteen years. Humayun became the king of India 
again. The words of Guru Nanak and Guru Angad Dev were fulfilled. 
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ujf >nure fn? fft Ir ufuw\ §n fFTTor ffři dlfy^w 7íutu u, fywcjw tou nt i §h 

tTKte ^ VF^ČT dlíy\d' tfHUt Ht I §TT^ »faf^ Mdddl' ^t fe^T §H fTHt?7 *3 féoT 
^H'0d fit ofFt Wt oŤTHH oftét I ®HfJ HUtoT" §H§ §H rTUJ 1 " fe^ fHČT UJU HčT ?F 

yďOd fer^ 1 fre difytí 1 wu wťt cttf §hw ^ §u § <re § ?re ftw 

^fH^t>)f W^ÍTO^H?^ fŤei §HfJ Hdlof' fcfe fes HHUU ofte 1 " ufenr 

Ht fčT U 1 ^ § W3 W ČT UTÍFe fit^ tJW'd' ^U fftfJ U77 I dl fy t) 75" ^UT >>T ČT, Ujf fft 

tffu fr čt t?THt ortnt, "uju fit, >f wj^t fj>ft?T fusr ^h'Q<£ fit ret oTfHH 

ČTU #foT>>r W W HUtčT HU few fit tTTUH VUt ^Jť ffJfJ I »T1Í fčRF ČTU ČT HUt 
HfJF oft I K >H T V f* HHt HFU TTdKHW ufíW H^ 1 " *k'dl' l" 

UJU fft H Ufféf 1 fit H7^t V^TÍ bTU čt >Hnj^ IT3U fjr-g £ UTTFfJ 77^ fT3 ttťt 

fer i §h£ ^fku Itjh 1 ", "tvar fft, wft ufu ut ^tor u* i >>fjqrt fyHť 1 fus" ^rr čt ort 

U ?" fJ 1 ^ fJ 1 " 7ŤU feu ^fBU Hd" čt UJU fft £ ~ĚTč yfeš f/TT § Iffe^ I §H7? §3U ffJH 1 ", 

"íw 1 " fft, ferc fdHdtďd ífh§ íw ^Tp^te" 7íuť fé^ i >xh7 fcý f 1 Furfew fc^ 
íčt^ >wtH ?" fj^r ^ur fi 7ŤU feu §*gu thws" fini 1 , uju fft 77 nt >hhu ^h fft § 

TO 1 ct fT^ OTt yf^H 7 I HT níHď fJ^ fft 73 HW fj ytHddl H?7, ffRJ# fU^W fJH foW^ 
HW HTf fft fJ ÍFHÍTO HFť >>ffKH 'djf fj ^j' fečT wt fit d!'d[d fe>T^ 

^t h^ 1 " fe^ 7 h?7 i "trau >>rvé- fj^ 1 f/ 7 uótk h?^ ?ťu čtu Hoře 7 u uď fw >>r^ 

djf fJ UčTH § ?7Uť ČTU HoTe 7 I Ht >HHd fJTH fft UJU fJ 1 " UčTH H?7 ČT ŮTÍFfJ ?TH TO I 
djf >HoTfJ fJ^ fft fJ UčTH ?7H 7^" 7^TU ^H'^^ fT^" HUT ÍW I THV Hdld' HšT 

<^'^cS' ?ro t\fe fit 0H'd1 íurr lt#^ wdft»r i fnf ffrt 1 nt »mu ^h fft uWfj 
§ orfrřfi ur?, §h ^uj ut §u vífjfju 7 h ocdldid' w fit 0H'dl 0/d^'Q^ 1 fup>r i 

ÍW HdT^ § 1W fit QH'dl oTd^t ČT ÚtlW ^ HdtóT ^t tUHH vťt fcT §U UTUSP" 

^uj ffe fit §TrdT tVu otťt tVur^ ir§^, hut »r čt fu3" fit QH'dl tw fit 

HfJf 1 oTU7ft Hd ČTU fF5t I U^t H'<St?'d T JUHHW 3" HČF7J fT^ tU¥ f Ht >HHU fJHFf 

fft tffU, UTU fft ý fite UT? I UTU fft ?> T^UTU fJ 1 " ?Ť UTÍFfi fit VHW >H?5H T U UtfefJ^H 
UfW" I Ht >HHU ^H fft ý UTU fft 77 fčTU 7 fčT §U >>TV^t ppgr i^rg yiHdol dlf«td«^'« 

h >h t §^ "3 »f7Tfj 7ra uřfFe^r f%ír ufei 
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Colonization of Goindwal 

The area where Goindwal town is situated at present, was totally barren 
at Guru Angad Devs time. Goinda, a Khatri by caste, was the owner of that 
land. He tried many times, to colonize a village in the memory of his forefathers 
in that land. His kin, however, would not allow him to build even a house 
at that pláce. Whenever Goinda built walls for the construction of a house, 
the kin would come with some hoodlums at night, demolish the walls and 
destroy everything. His kin had propagated in the village that evil spirits came 
at night and demolished Goindas walls. In desparation, Goinda went to 
Khadur and prayed to the Guru, "Respected Guru, I have tried very hard to 
colonize a village in my land but my kin are preventing me from fulfilling my 
desire. Please be kind and help me. I shall first get a beautiful Dharamsala 
(inn) constructed for you." 

According to Goinda s request, the Guru asked his elder son to go with 
Goinda. He replied, "Respected father ! we are very well at Khadur. What shall 
wc gain by colonizing his village ?" Getting a negative reply from Datu, the 
Guru asked his younger son Ďasu. Ďasu replied, "Dear father! his relatives 
are preventing him from colonizing a village. Why should we interfere in their 
family squabbles ?" After both his sons had declined. the Guru called Sri Amar 
Dass and asked if he would go. Sri Amar Dass was an old man of 73 years 
who had been serving the Guru for the lasi ten or eleven years. He used to 
bring water from the well daily before the break of dawn for the Guru to take 
bath. A son may refuse to obey his father but a Sikh cannot refuse his Guru. 
Sri Amar Dass proceeded with Goinda as ordered by the Guru. 

A new town started to emerge with the orders of Guru Angad Dev. Sikh 
dcvotccs bcgan taking part in the construction with a spirit of service. Goinda 
was passing orders to the masons and labourers as directed by Sri Amar Dass. 
Seeing Sikhs cngaged in construction of the town, Goinda's kin did not dare 
to obstruct the c onstruction as before. Instead, they started to help the Sikhs 
in the construction. After the construction of a beautiful pláce of congregation 
and house. Sri Amar Dass went to Khadur to inform the Guru. In accordance 
with Goinda s desire. the Guru named the new town as Goindwal. The Guru 
asked Sri Amar Dass to bring his family from Basarke to Goindwal and reside 
there. 
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Ftwt ČRT 



Jealous Ascetic 




feu WH HK 3, 7^ 7P" ^ féoT HIT dfJtd 1 Ht I tTHU-VT3U ^ §U 
Qviďt! Ht I ÍFH WFT Qrj fUsT e ^oT £ >n r u<rr uu UTH HTT^T 1 " ^tžT 1 " Ht I tffU "e w favíte 1 ^ 
§HU H^oT H?> I §HU VT3UŤ ^ ^U ^ VTO, £ Hoft §H§ uu Hčp" e #Z of^e 

nftre h?7 i ujf >tfure e^ řrt e fife ?nm >>r§3 ?ro §net fw hut určt i ujf 

t=ft t? tddHcV Hťt HUTET 3 ^'OVl^Ť 3 UTf TTt § ^t #yt»T ^ut»T, 

f-HHt" §H HÍÍ f W tJtf Je 1 " I 

fé^TTH ydH'd' elu^fa^vrtu fyw^M ^fw" i ftfvittrčr tjfar šíhhť Hor^" ^uít^ i 
§?p" § feore ufH>>r i §77 hhW" 7; ÍVjoTó u á" hfu ^tnt w ^ vrtu u^'Q<í 
OTt fcr 1 h >>řuT fe^r, "hu^ 1w feu vrru ?rúr' v vwf 1 " foíQfa féfa 

fdklHdl tfeut TO 1 " >H T U^t UřT" oTd^ 1 " fuU 1 " U I fdkJHdl WFt >tfn^t UřT otd^Qď HUH 
U I HHť §H§ ÍW falJ oř% e# ^FÉ" ffe f^3" Vítu U H'«9dl' l" £ 
fFT#" fcF Ht, §H HČF" Ut fhTHte 1 ^ £ gjf tft W tT 3" en feV I UJf tft 3 §?Ť § 

fcr, vra ffe ?ra vrtu 0 Hoře 1- u wf fw ů ^ u* 1" ujf wt 

UJU ? HčJTtl r tJ^í tft 7> fUsT šfflPvF fcf?) tFU "fe?^ Ů UTH, "UčT VÍtU <?Ft fí-PH 7 ", "ČT ftTVfte 7 ^ 

feu ferš" ů 3" hu w ^ 5ln»re oftnt 1 ^ »fdr fěV, "vřítí vM vfét f^B 
7^f\ f-Hd^ 1 vr >k t u ý e^ 1 " d 1 vr tTHH-vfHčr oft# usww dďď oft^ tru eu 

ŤfeW l" HV W feTT řT^H H5" 5T fFTHte^ ^UH W H?7 fe" UHH §y § 
Ht >HHU tJT-T tfí" fvfH BTS", fffU^ dl^^^ ^ djf >HdTe e^ tfť ^ edH<S' ^ťt 

h?7 1 e fFívrtera 1 " ^ f vňtr u<^'Q<i et nrat oíďďl vjďvil 1 

Ht >HVra em Tft ^ et olď^l H5" H fodjr, "^Hť BTf >H3Te ^ rft § ffe 
^ HUH VT^t čte 7 Ů I HčTřT feu^" ^ vfeŤ HÍZW, HHť feH 3V f fRH fřTH 

h ^ ď^di, §t §t vrtu v H'^di' 1" "fevfte 1 ^ § vítu rďdl^ 1 vrt i § 

fFW 3" >>TU^ >H T V^ ^ f^3 H ^ H^ 1 " Hf ^ f^H 1 " I fřTH TO f^U §U "3V §" 

w ^" uth §h vrtu "u fuw i fen 3^ favřfe^ e iw w ?ro "et hh u BT^t 1 • 
nt >Hvra nt řfě" itr?^ UFFe im 3*" ujf řft ^ §17 § fcr, "hhT oTcFvrH fer ^ 

?7Uť ofe 1 " I H tťt ^FT 1^5" oTJ^ U §H§ VTFT" e^ H^ ^Uť I H^ 1 " ^UH 
y<±^' U fa >HHť §H et "f VPVT^ oT^ eFTH l" Ht mvra ; E T H řft ^ >Hn^t ¥H et VPH^t 
VTUft 3 >>TUT WEt fau Ufu^ F 1 " oft^ 1 " I 
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Jealous Ascetic 



There lived in village Khadur since a long limě, an ascetic named Shiv 
Nath. Hc was a master of sorcery, and hence the people of that village used 
to agree to his every demand. All the landlords of Khadur were his disciples. 
7Vjc people of the village used ío offer him all types of things fearing his 
witchcraft. His fame started decreasing with the retům of Guru Angad Dev 
to Khadur. Devotees arriving from f ar and near for the audience with the Guru, 
presented substantial offerings which hurt that ascetic very much. 

One year, the rainy season was totally dry. The farmers' crops started 
withering. They were greatly upset. They assembled and after deliberations, 
asked the ascetic to cause rain. The ascetic replied, "It cannot rain in your 
village because a householder and Khatri by caste is* getting himself 
worshipped. It is a great sin for a householder to get worshipped. It will rain 
in your village if you turn him out of it." The farmers went to the Guru and 
lold him what the ascetic had said. The Guru told them. "If my leaving the 
village can bring rains. I shall leave it." The Guru leťt Khadur and went to 
Khan Rajaad. 

When it did not rain for three or four days after Guru Angad Dev had 
leh. the farmers again got together and prayed to the ascetic. He replied. "I 
do not hold the rain in my hand that 1 may give it to you. I have chanted 
inoantations but your sin has not been cleared as vet." The farmers were 
returníng after receiving this reply from the ascetic when they met Sri Amar 
Dass who had come from Goindwal spccially for an audience with the Guru. 
The farmers told him in detail, the story of the rain. 

After listening to their tale. Sri Amar Dass said, It was very bad of you 
to have turned the Guru out of the village. Now. in whichever field you take 
the ascetic before dusk, it will rain there." The farmers wanted rain. They 
bodily lifted the ascetic and started taking him to their fields. The rain fell 
in the field to which the ascetic was taken. The ascetic lost his lifc dne to 
pulling and pushing by the farmers. When Sri Amar Dass reached Khan 
Rajaad and met Guru Angad Dev. the Guru said to him. "You have not done 
well by showing a miracle. It is not for us to punish anybody who makes a 
mistake. It is our duty to forgive his mistake. " Sri Amar Dass asked forgiveness 
for his mistake and promised to bear with the will of God. 
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29HW, 1552 ylH^I ftt, >>ffKH #Č Ž */W'<S f^, djf >HdTC ^ £ 
f ďfw, "VT HHt Hfc HVT&S" Ir Vfawř dlddhzH ^t fřTH^t Ht > HHč T ^H řft § HV 
^W 7 " U 1 " l" fe^T Ht >HHČT ^H t# dlíy^H ^t QH'd1 oTd^ ad H?7 I 3JJ 

>>fdTe ^ tft £ W, řTF djddhdl féoT dfortly f f^H ^t H^t 
dH W ofe 1 " I djf tTt £ §7? f HHFHF^, "t^, fej HUH ^t H^" U I feu f^H^dt 

> >n r h w fcSs/'y1 T^řť ťf Hor^t 1 fpnr ujf tft^t ^ řft £ >>n r ^ ý ^ f^u 
ffiíw^t >Hn^ féor fiftf £ yrut nt, fen na/ k hJ >Hvra ott ítf § fen nt ife 

£ TOT HHF 5T, fej 1Í3T fy £ ^o^T fojr ^jt |» 

37f Tfl" H ÍhV § d1fy\^'<M> #tT 5T Ht >HH3 ^H řfť § W fe»T I Ht >HHď ^H 

tít § yf^ yw g- uh 1 " ?w fer § djddk/l fe^t tf aut Hti §77 dj| »fdre ^ fft 

>>fdT fe^t offet, "vf féoT H^'tí'd I K§ H^'^'d ut dfe fe^ tF# i" řft £ 

^vrf^r, "h£ tra šret č^ťťth ?^rť >>r to" ÍHOď for Mn^dt ¥wt-¥^ f?^ Hcre 7 u# 1 
fen HFt vr fen MvfWt >>ru § hV fer 1" for fulr nt >HHď ht £ Hjf ^ učth 

H?T 3" ZF oTC fUHtl 

WW TO 7 Ht £ "dJJ řF ^ o/fdd fu dl'd!d, ^et ^ >H t et, frid^l F)" 

>H>ra tTTr řfť BJf >HdTE ^ ř?t F fyHA'<S OTt folWčT ^ # ffW^e dď TO I 

djf >>fdTe ^ ?ft ^ >>nf^ zM yft > HHď tJTT řfť § fyHcS'<s ^, f=r>>ru ^ >Hni^t 
dM to ^hit vftííŤ §7^ >>rv yft >H>ra § w zf5p>r, h wt HdTH 

§ djf >HVTd tTTT tft >>fdT fHď yocQd ^ >H r feP>T oft^t H fcF, "fcj Kd 1 " d/U U?T I >>fdT 
HFt >>TV yrfdW ^ djf fej U7> l" djf >HdTU ^ fft ^ W H 1 to TTdt H^TH ^ 
HJf >HHčJ íft >>fdT >>TU^" HtH , UHd^" ^ fécT H^of § djf K?^ Ir fe^Tď 

orď fe^ 1 " 1 fy >>rďT fer, "ÍFor n^^-d ww uor ^ š fep>r u 1 wrt fen § 
^jf »fdre ^ nt ^ gragfét ^et Mn^t hV ^ fu^ Hdiď § u^h ote 1 ', W3\ 

HfH HH 7 ^" fu^ oťlddcS oTdTF | f^TR f^TO-f ^ HdT <SUt oraTF l" fej UoTK ofH ^ fFof 

W ^ HZ dTH ^ HHt Hfe W dTH I ^t ^ HTToTď §K W oft^ 1 " feP>T, ftŤt HTTU 

H Uld >>fdT Ht >HHH tFH Tft dl'did fewf? HVT ídtfo} H?7 1 
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Merger in God 



In the morning congregation on the 29th March, 1552 A.D., Guru Angad 
Dev told the devotees, "Before my merger in God, I want to entrust the 
responsibility of leading the Sikhs to Sri Amar Dass." Sri Amar Dass was busy 
in the construction of Goindwal at that time. When Guru Angad Dev s sons 
heard about the Guruship being bestowed upon one in serviee of the Guru, 
they showed great resentment. The Guru explained to them, "Sons ! this is 
a great serviee and you shall not be able to earry out this responsibility. In 
the way Guru Nanak placed this responsibility on a disciple in preference to 
his sons, I am placing this burden on him thinking him to be capablc of 
earrying it.' 

The Guru sent a Sikh to Goindwal to call Sri Amar Dass. On reaching 
Khadur, Sri Amar Dass came to know that he was being made the Guru. He 
prayed to Guru Angad Dev, "I am a Sewadar (servant). Let me remain a 
Sewadar." The Guru said. "I do not see anyone else who can carry out this 
responsibility properly. As such I am handing over this responsibility to you." 
Taking it as a eommand from the Guru, Sri Amar Dass agreed after that. 

At the bidding of the Guru, Baba Budha brought water in the metallic 
pitcher that had been used for eleven years by Sri Amar Dass to earry water 
for the bath of Guru Angad Dev. Guru Angad Dev bathed Sri Amar Dass with 
his own hands, got him ready and made him sit on the seat of the Guru. After 
that. he himself paid obeisanee to Guru Amar Dass hrst and then asked the 
rest of the devotees to bow before him and said, "He is an embodiment of mine. 
From now on he is the Guru of all of you." All except the two sons of Guru 
Angad Dev, bowed before Guru Amar Dass but the sons refused to accept a 
servant as Guru. They further said. "A servant has usurped our right." On 
hearing these words from his sons, the Guru turned them out. 

After handing over the responsibility of leading the Sikhs, Guru Angad 
Dev ordered the devotees, "On my merger in God. there should be no mourning 
of any kind. Hold congregation and recite the Word." After this he lay down 
covering himself with a sheet and merged into the Infinite. His body was 
cremated at the pláce in front of the house of t he weaver, wherc Sri Amar Dass 
had slipped while bringing water for his Guru. 
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djf >HHd H^H řft H 1 " H?>H 5 HHt, 1479 ťlH^l § flfe" y'Hdd, ftRf >>ffH3Hd fe^ 

ufe»r i §77 h fw nt hh h Hwt nt hs i h Hra" feu ydlyJI 

H cTC >H T f5 r H 1 " oTCH H?> I 1503 FtH^t §?p Ht ÍPHt, H^t HH *T3Ut Ht 

Hťt ?TO ítét I H UJď H 75^, HU?7 Ht H H^ MUUt Ht >HH H í^o^H*, 

HM Ht 3" HW HVft Ht £ TTPTH Í7W I 

Ht >HHd Ht >>fOT5- flí^T Ht fáf U^H H oTdH-oré § TOt Hd^T ?TO fcS^'Q'^ 
H?> I ^H 1 " H H 1 TFU, H/UH^ť £ 33 fe^-ídQďd HVT H^ of^, H^t ^^fd^T Ht 

W, HÍí fH^-fdQďd §H-?3h H W *H V)cS'Q<i, H 1 " TJd cJH W Hfe>>T flfew 

nt 1 fagw oftH óravr h imr ^ ^ fe WFt, §u -ufrot Wt 42 ww nt §Hď fe^ 
ufotp*^ h tre ďldy h fer?ro wnt hth i §h ftnr §?jť £ tfw dldtr £ f«H<v<s 

H 1 " I 1541 «1hW) fe^ HH 1 §U fcTcíWT dld^' W fyHcS'ťS čfď £ ^UJH 

»P- dH Ht, §U H^of H ^H tfé HUS?, fHTf HW^ 1 " HdUT WHf H 

r^Hd'H-Uía fe^ ^Td I §U HUfad #W feoT UČW §"vď tf£ »f T d T H ofď čf5 H?> I HH% 
§h nt f^dj 1 " §77 U W?Ť ^t>>r §*líď dTFt I 

Fd^T WK? § W ^t>>Ť dTtT^" F 1 " oTťt fdP)TO Ht I fTO Ht >HHd ^H íft § ^frw, 
">H T lí ^ W?T Ut>>r d^F^ tdHt/l>>r >H T U fen HHT VRTWtf ŮtHT l" TO 

Ft ÍFH ?Í%W^ F 7 ", f^HďK-ura" 3fUd" UH Uď M'dd^T ^Vď HU3" >HHď ufe>>r I 
§^7 HUHWt WTj, Ht >HHď ^H Ht § W 1 " WBTH tT^ 3" fc^ ^ H^t 

foprr >H3 §77 ^ ^e 1 " irřow §rr fHP>r i §u ufu?^ f^rn ub* ^ u% ^ 

IffoPHT ITcF ?^řf Ht W 1 . TO >K T V Ut VoT ^ Ht I H 1 ? H Ht >HHd ^H TŤt, HU# 

Ht >HHď ^H Ht W oT¥ fH?7 > H T d T H oTU ^, řT^" TTfBP^T HUH^dt H 1 ^ ^ Ht >HHď 
HTR Ht § ^fen 7 , "»TV HT 3Jf U ?" »fďT Ht >HHd Ht £ §*3ď fěV, "VT >HH 
tFt djf ?7Zjť oft^ 1 " l" ÍHU §^ H3T ^ HUH^rďt H^ Ht >HHď H^ Ht ^Vď HUH 

UfW 1 " H §H^ fcF, "K féof f?^Jď EWF irf^PH 1 f^jr ^jt | >fďT fd^dll 

H 1 oft^ U fdP>r I Hďt Hto-M'dď H¥ fcSH^rt U BTHt I HU 1 3of F Hfe^ 

Bfew fup>r 1" fer o[fu š griHWt H 7 ^ ^ítw fur>>r w nt >>mď hth nt ý 
rot h^ ir fďT»r 1 
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Early Lije 



Guru Aniar Dass was born on the 5th May, 1479 A.D., at village Basarke 
in Amritsar district. His fathers name was Sri Tej Bhan and motheťs Lakhmi. 
í lis fathcr did some farming and trade. He was married to Ram Kaur, daughter 
of Devi Chand Khatri in 1503 A.D. He had two sons, Baba Mohan and Baba 
Mohri and two daughters, Bibi Bhani and Bibi Dani. 

Like his father, Sri Amar Dass carried on the rituals of the Hindu faith 
with great devotion. It had become part of his daily life to recite Vedic Mantras', 
give charity to Brahmins, worship of gods and goddesses. celebration of each 
festival and discriniination on account of caste systém. Ai the age of 42, he 
wcnt for the first time for a holy dip to Hardwar and other holy places. to wash 
away the wages of previous sins of his life. After that, he made it a routine 
to go on a pilgrimage every year. In 1541 A.D., whc n he was returning from 
his 21 st pilgrimage, he stayed in the inn of Durga Brahmin on the road side 
village Mehre in district Mulana. He was resting on a bed in the afternoon. 
By chance that Brahmin saw the lineš on his feet. 

Durga Brahmin could read the fate from the lineš on the feet. He told Sri 
Amar Dass, "The lineš on your feet foretell that you will be a great saint some 
day." This prophecy of the Brahmin had a great effect on other travellers 
staying in that inn. One celibáte ascetic out of them became his companion, 
thinking him to be a saint. The ascetic used to avoid to take food cooked by 
anyone else. He used to cook himself. In the new company, he began to share 
food cooked by Sri Amar Dass. Leaving village Mehre and staying for the nights 
at the same places, the ascetic accompanied Sri Amar Dass to Basarke. 

After staying for a few days with Sri Amar Dass, the ascetic, while taking 
leave asked him, "Who is your guru (spirituál teacher) ?" Sri Amar Dass 
replied. "I have not adopted a guru yet." At this the ascetic was very angry 
with Sri Amar Dass and said, "I have been taking food from one without a 
guru. All the penance of my life has gone waste. All my pilgrimages have 
become fruitless. All my life uptill now has become useless." Having said this. 
the celibáte ascetic departed but left Sri Amar Dass very pensive. 
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BTC-*ídH<S' ^t HňU 



Ht >hhb trn t=rt 7rw bíb^tb »nfe»r tfj, fro Bfa ž řrc jsbt (V>ďH 

uáfeT»FI §TO tT^ fuijr Ht >HHB ^H § HtUHn Ůfe»T fo( T&JHWd\ HHJ hV Ht I fRH 

pí ^ f^t bjb Tsut', §h§ >x T HKor wre fw fara Hor^ 9 1 fn^ to tfh ú Hon^ 

§ I VTO Wve W?t »THHčr BJB ^t TO B, fřT#" BB oTB-feFB fw? Hťt BJf ^t TO TOt 

b i fen hb/ £ f«^'d §77 ^ to f^B TFut b 1 ^ w to bb, fRH cpto §77 £ fer vtrt 
^b TTfe 7^ »reti »fíkH #č fy ^ to* feB fen hw ^t >>t^ih uet : 

SraŇřt ďdltJ H?7 HH^'<řl §3* H¥ U% II 

<W % ifor ťťo) 

feu ÍVfét ^T^H BJf >HdTH ^ TTt ^t lf3Bt HM >HHB Ht, fřTH ^t H^t Ht >HHB 
WT{ TTt F ¥HtH cVW HBtŤí ^^fí^ř BFt Ht I HW H^S" fuf, Ht »ÍHB ^H tft 
77 §77j HUň/B^T £ Bt BJf tFTO ^ TO H^ f?W fRý ^ HW hT; foťQToť HW 
f^B ^fH»T ÍBP>r B fa tfr? ofBH cí'.dltH TO, fHTp" fVB §U frPH^-BVt TO "#3T- 
>H? oTBH feW 1 " dfd^' B I 'UBH T HH T § ÍWH'd<S 7TW §HH BJ5" čS^H B iT^ TO I fTO ČTH 
HHFM 1 " ^MU^ čTBH §H JVÉ\ ^Bt^P H^e ÍŤe TO I f?^ ^T^jft fair šíZcJF I 

ČTK, ^U, KU H ŮoTB, ITH >HBT?3»F H?7 § tW BUt»Ť TO I §HH ITU, §\íT ffoff 
^ W oTB BB TO I feH HB/ ^ H^ BF H^-fUt HB § BJB >>TU^t ÍF^T ^B TO ^BBT 
HO" olB fE^ 1 " B I BTB řft^ § 7^ ^ B, fRH ^TTB 1 " TO feďd' BZ ÍT^B I 

Ht >HHB ^H řft «ťt fer B 7 ^ H^t HHofH MHH Bťt I ÍTO §ÍíB §7^" HM 

>HHB W §H HHH W yf^T I §TO FÍW, "fen BTB 7TOÓT řft ^ B^t Bťt F^t 
f^f B I BJf TTOoT ^ řft H3t Hfe HH 1 ^ ^ vfcjW djddk/l ťt fřTH^Bt, KB 

BJf >HBTe řfl" 7J HU BTH TO I >HrT-oT^ §B ¥Ht BFt WoPťt § BHřT fer BB 
TO "3" §77 W OT-WÍ ^ífB HHBH B l" Ht >HHB Ht 77 hM >HHB § 7TO tWT 

h MfB hhbh yrr ^ bjb >HBre ^? nt £ w?ť §Vb ntn ub ^ TOHt offét, "hb §Vb 

f^T ofB I H7J >Hn^T fnV Hcf W# l" BJB >HBTH ^ tŤt 77 Ht »ÍHB ^H HT § H 
TO WBF fe^, §H HH fy ^řt §HB 62 W ^t Ht I f?jŤ ^t ^t §HB 7^ H^t ^ TO 
HBT5" >HH frM IFTO ofTO f^B #Ft BoT^B 7P" WÍ I §H ÍTO ^ Bt §77/ >>TU^t f^ 
F 1 " H 1 ^ f^TBT BB >>TF Ft H^ 1 " oTB77t HB oTB f^t H BB WÍ § >H T U^ T 

W HH¥^ TOT I 
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Longing for the Guru 

The celibáte ascetic, who accompanied Sri Amar Dass from Hardwar, after 
staying for some days at Basarke, went away greatly disappointed. After his 
departure Sri Amar Dass felt, 'The ascetic was right. A person who has no 
guru, cannot get spirituál bliss and his mind cannot attain peace. For 
complete bliss, one needs a spirituál guru just as one needs a teacher to learn 
other things." Thoughts like this kept on rising in his mind throughout the 
night due to which he could not get a wink of sleep. Early in the morning, 
he heard this hymn being sung : 

Actions are the páper, the mind the ink. 
On this páper are recorded deeds good or bad. 
We move as guided by our actions. 
Endless are the qualities O' Lord. 

(Raag Maru M.l. p. 990) 

This sweet voice was that of Bibi Amro, daughter of Guru Angad Dev, who 
had been married to the nephew of Sri Amar Dass a few months ago. After 
listening to the whole hymn, Sri Amar Dass decided to adopt that great man 
his guru who had composed that hymn, because in the hymn, it states that 
the deeds of a man are sheets of páper on which he writes good or bad words 
with the ink of his mind. By forgetting God his virtues are destroyed. Actions 
for the love of wealth become his shackles. How can he be frče from those 
shackles ? Five fires námely lust, a^íger, greed, attachment and pride are 
consuming the mind. His sins are acting like charcoal on it. The guru can 
convert this burnt mind like iron into gold with a mere touch. The guru gives 
him the Word (Formula) by which his mind is weared away from misdeeds. 

Sri Amar Dass waited impatiently for the dawn. At day break, he asked 
Bibi Amro about that hymn. She told him, "This hymn was composed by Guru 
Nanak Dev. Bcfore his merger in God, he had entrusted the responsibility of 
guiding the Sikhs to my father, Guru Angad Dev. He is showing the true path 
to the pcoplc gone astray and his headquarter is at Khadur." Sri Amar Dass 
took Bibi Amro with him. On reaching there, he placed his head at the feet 
of Guru Angad Dev and prayed, "Please be kind and accept me as your 
disciple." Guru Angad Dev bestowed upon him the awareness of the holy word. 
Sri Amar Dass was 62 at that time. His old age was no deterrent to his^giving 
away to the holy word and becoming a Sikh. From that day on he shunned 
the pride of his high caste, started serving everyone who came there and began 
thinking everyone to be his brother. 
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Devotion to Service 



H^ 7 "ďt ttdlcS 



HT >HH^ ^H řft UfUTtf Wt, 62 HW ^t §Hd f^U tf|Td HHUH I UJf > Jfdn? ^ 

řft e tddHcS ^u Ň, Qt^ t > >wč r uju w?7 otutt fint 1 , H'fuy uju-híu fcu ut dfu^ - 

?TdT I Q?Ť ^ĚHw 7 f5T HTf t=ít ^B" VdHA 5Td77 >H T Ht HUTEJ >tfnr H^ 7 HFTS ^Ft Ht, 

T5TH § 5Tfe" ^ TTUť Ht I č5T?t &UTd F řjó" HddcS HT3" čfd77 WdT řTU 7 I 5THt řfdTW 
f^T MoW' oT? 3" Wf^ Ht I OTt ÁdTd ř 7 tfřT ^H-oPU ČÍU77 WUT řFřjr Ht I Ht >HHd 
^H fit 77, HIT dHťly 77 TOHt oTď 3", AdTd HFt řTřS" fwf 7 ^" ^t H^ 7 HF^ *5^t I 

fřTH fc77 ÍT Ht >HHd řiTH řft 77 VdTC f%U 3" WdTU s^ď HU ofe 7 , §H fc77 §77+ 
řj H77 féxT §^-77^ t 77 ¥UH 3 tfedl" F 1 " >re f^oTfS" fdPH 7 I HVT ÍHWH" §*UU §77+ 
&UTU řj řJŤJ ^Š" VFřT^ ^t H^ 1 " oTd^t >tf d¥ ČTU ÍUHt 3 77"^ 7TO HJ77 "3" t 77 

>Hf¥>H T H >HU^ T frw I 

Ht >XHd ^H řft FÍT^r^t fdHfaw § I^TdT fSof lfd?7 fw ^t 3d/ UIU-WU í?t 
H^ 7 oTd77 f^U d% UTF I djf t=fť OTt >>fÍHH ^ fSHTTO W?t, UTU řJ ]JU "T IT^t 

dTW fcw 7 ^? ^t fřTVf^ut ^t TOÉt I §7/ § UJf-UJU ^t H^ óTďfeW ř?H fdP>Td i " 

TTO HtH dW I 1552 yln^l Tře ^t §Hd 73 HW Ht, féoT fe?T >>rf>f^ 
TJ^d Ut, §U HfU W ÍHd §"Vd Wt ^t dFdTd W Ň ^ HT^d" ^ Ufd >>fďf ^t 
WJU ČRT H?5 foT ^ íra § M 1 ^ "é Ufd >>fdT dfi" fóTK ?TO M 1 , fřTH ?TO 
§U fd^ol dTF I §7f ^ fsTdld y^oT H^ ^ flT^U ^ >>ÍW Ut "^řfew, a H foíOď ^, 
H#U H#U U77U f^U Hd UfU >>fdT ^d%d KW) ?" t!W'JI ^ § ^ oíďO'^ UČ 

feu 1 ", "fen nu/ e hTu f^u mnu fťsy'^' ^" fw uu fer^ 1 " u Hoře 7 u i h ^uií čtu ér 

H řT 7 l" Hrt'd1 ^t >>T^Fr H^ ^ Ht >HHd ^H Ht A §"^U f^ 7 , "f" TOt F I H [<SH l < ] 
7^f\ I H §H djf HdTT f^U U 7 ffTU^ 7 H 7 ^ FT^f 7 W >TOór U l" fej HtJ?> ČTU ^ Ht 
>HHd F^FT řTt ITcft dTW "á" MHW UrT UTF 3" dTd fft Á ÍFHČTO" oTd^ftPH 7 I 
fa?} 7 ?V H% W^ 7 fe>>T U¥, F 7 Ht 77 HU UF 7 U I Ht >HHd řft ^TT 7 

í¥%^ fra H7^ I Á HfUTT H^ 7 HWvíl § feu 7 Ht "f ^t E 1 1 ^p" U 7 oťfdi. 1 HU 

UF" 1 " Ut Ht I §H flTf Hrt'dl FŤf^í 7 ^T^H 7 UdoTH 7 ^Td77 Í5UT UFt I >>ffHH" #H F 
feu HM'ď §H7J ?TO H c5T dTd řft >>fUT UW U fdPH 7 I djd TŤt § řWU 77 H#U ^t ^Udt 
WZ7; T H55 7 5T HT^t "H 7 ^! WhI" ÍT 7 ^ 3 Vfdt tjW'Jl § <5T5T oHH 7 řT 7 ^ l" djf 

řft 77 FFdT HdTH § fer, U 5TF ^t foTH ČSFt nTU^ HU ^ Hd HU77 7T 7 l" UJU řft 77 
tJrt'Jl Ut. TO HHH fřJ3t H §U Ú dT?t I 



37 



Devotion to Service 



Sri Amar Dass came to Khadur for the first time at the age of 62. Having 
accepted Guru Angad Dev as Guru. he started living in the Gurus institution. 
He saw that the devotees who came for audience with the Guru, took up service 
on their own accord. Some started cleaning utensils in the community kitchen. 
Some would bring fire-wood from the forest while others took up other odd 
jobs. Sri Amar Das asked Bhai Jodh, the cook and took up the service of 
bringing water for the Langar (community kitchen). From the day Sri Amar 
Dass started taking meals in pangat (sitting together for meals) the illusion 
of low and high caste and pride of being a Khatri left his mind. When he got 
Ume, he took up cleaning utensils, at the same time applying his mind to listen 
and recite the Gurus word. 

Sri Amar Dass gave up the worldly relationship and like a thorough Sikh, 
got busy in the service of the Guru s institution. He also took up the 
responsibility to bring water from the well for the morning bath of the Guru. 
He went on serving the Guru s institution for ten or eleven years. In 1552 A.D., 
when he was 73. he was passing by the village -weaveťs house early one 
morning in the pouring rain with the metallic pitcher of water on his head. 
In the dark his foot hit a wooden peg in front of the weaveťs house and he 
slipped. At the sound of his fall the weaver called from inside, "Who is it at 
this early hour ?" The weaveťs wife, telling him to calm down said, "Who else 
ran it be at this time in pouring rain but the homeless Amroo ? Be quiet and 
go to sleep." Listening to her words, Sri Amar Dass said, "You are mad. I am 
not homeless. I am under the shelter of the Guru who is the lord of the whole 
world." Saying this, Sri Amar Dass came to the institution with the water and 
helped the Guru to take bath. 

The words of those who have embraced the truth always come true. Sri 
Amar Dass was one of them. He had casually said to the weaver woman, "You 
are mad." These words of his had to come true. Aftcr this episode, she started 
bchaving like mad pcople. The weaver presented himself in the morning 
congregation before the Guru taking her along. The weaver narrated to the 
Guru all that had taken pláce early that morning and prayed, "May my mistake 
be forgiven and my wife be cured." The Guru advised the congregation, "Nevěr 
speak bad words for anybody." The Guru pardoned the weaver woman and 
she got well. 
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djddhdl ÍWdUď 



29 KW, 1552 HtTT^t § 3Jf > *3 T U ^? íft djddkíl Ut MnWt Ht >HHU U^H tft 
§ BJf 3" HU fe^t H §7jŤ § gHHfe-"UW U 1 " >HTTBT77, tfftf H^dH dlfy^ 1 ^ W 
tTO U 7 UoTH oTC fěV I W TO 7 Fit 3" 3Tf/-ura U iftít fw 3TJ >HH^ U^H tft ?TO 
dlítít^'** ^ ^TH I fW Hdld' 3Jf U tddHcS' OTt dlíVt^tt yTT5" *53Ífrr I djf >HdTe U^ 
řít^y^^H, tff^ H'f<jy 37f TO 3" TO fdPH 1 " I §HU tddHcV WFt fFt ¥t fw ?T iřfřPH 1 " 
ČT §H§ BTf >HHU ^TT ?ft TOH HTTT >H r fw r I £ V^ 1 " § FÍW, "djddkíl 

tnt fean ut ďfytďt? ?^jť 1 sjčí ?ra #3 ótbtt ^t ů 1" vr^ u HxyQd 
§^ra ^ £ djddhj] wv3 číto ut fFre ^ funt, va - uh ifcu u 1- ? §*ua" vr^ třtét 
ut 1rfftp>r u 1- štfT >hhčj ufw 1 " 1 

ajf >hh^ u^h tft 7) dir«^«w Ir, fmrt u W3" wfT, ua u^ u fF^f^r fcu >h t to 
fm Hf ořu fu^r 1 §h u 1- wra fer úfew un? hw ajf -w 

U HdU'§^T ut fdld JI TOH UTFt I fflt ffT^ fw ut fdldd) ^ITUt TTUt Ht, fet 

far^r w u 1- nfdocd H<sď uífut uJu 1 " Ht, fdOTd fw fe^ wh? ut vu 1 " 
orM f^-^H h fr^-ira rot ^fT g+ nt 1 w ut >h t hto ^t urFut řrot Tft, 
fdQTd fnV §77 ^ fg?7-rd0ďd ^t ^uť >w0'^ h?7 ^ ?r ut ^ťt fe^ h?7 i 1556 
ťtn^t ^5" wvr^" £ Hwu ofu ^ § >>nre r ?ro fe»r h §h§ fcr, ť< »mť 
^jf > tfHčr ^tt § gfet w^ir # h§ gjf Horu i" 

w ut ^ »r fdPH 1 " 1 >Hni^ oř?" ywl^d w § ?ra w ^, 

dir«tí^'tt BJf »ÍH^ UTT ÍTt U TO tJl^'<S UŮ^ fdP>T I Í? WHcŤ ^ 

řTF ^t HF 1 " "3" fe^í" OTt ^ U HA BJf řít f?P Htw HTFt I 

Bfn f^r >>r? u^ ^ t/l^'ťS wt §^ra to djf řft ut flfe f^u W3 vr^ ^ 

§ U5ft TO HZ fuV 1 " -3 >H T U Wt §ŤÍH BTf TO 3" fe fdT»T I 3JČJ řft A U 7 ^ U 1 " UU" 
g - , lyZU fSTTF, "F| řTt, HU H^ U TTžF 77^ >H T lí U ABH V3" § ^Ft U? 
^ OTf ^TŤt ?" »fdT U 1 ^ ?•> >H T fw T , "H ÍFH djddkll U 7 ^'fdH >>T fePH 7 I »TU UU 

Bjf tŤt ^ difytJ^'w f y'Hdd uh ^tf i djf tft u tto fu^, Hdid' ^t 

>H r TO >H T TO W t BTF>>r I U 1 ^ U 7?~& >>TF ŮF ^HU čTC TOtUor WH^" ut 

^fu čJTF I Ú U 1 ^ fu?7 ^3 7) t/l^'řS WdCfynT Ucí ^Ft ÍhV W FoT3 77" yfFPH 1 " H 7 ^3T 
>>T ^ WH fčTPH 1 I 
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Opposition for the Guruship 

Guru Angad Dev handed over the responsibility of leading the Sikhs to 
Sri Amar Dass by installing him as Guru on the 29th March, 1552 A.D., and 
ordered him to shift his headquarters from Khadur to Goindwal. Baba Budha 
and other Sikhs went with Guru Amar Dass to Goindwal. The Sikh devotees 
started going to Goindwal for an audience with the Guru. Guru Angad Dev's 
son, Ďasu, declared himself as Guru and stationed himself at Khadur. When 
nobody turned up for an audience, he was very angry with Guru Amar Dass. 
Mother Kheivi told the sons, "Guruship is not a property that can be inherited. 
It is a big foliy to have enmity with the Guru." At the advice of Mother Kheivi, 
Ďasu gave up the obstinacy of becoming the Guru but her teachings had no 
effect on the other son Datu. 

Guru Amar Dass started sending his Sikhs from Goindwal to far off places 
for propagation of Sikhism. As an effect of this preaching, the number of 
devotees increased greatly in three or four years. As the number of Sikhs 
increased, the income of Brahmins as well as their respect among the people 
decreased because in Sikhism there is no pláce for the caste systém or for 
discrimination on this account created by the Brahmins. Besides, the Sikhs 
neither celebrated any festivals nor did they give any offering to the Brahmins. 
In 1556 A.D., some Brahmins, after deliberations, conspired with Datu and 
said, "We can dethrone Guru Amar Dass and make you the Guru." 

Datu was taken in by the incitement of the Brahmins. He took some of 
his toady Brahmins with him and came to Goindwal in the congregation of 
Guru Amar Dass. When Datu and the Brahmins saw the splendour and 
attendance of the congregation, their jeaiouay of the Guru increased further. 
In a fit of rage, Datu kicked Guru Amar Dass, sitting on a scat in the 
congregation, in the back, making him fall off it and himself sat on it as Guru. 
The Guru took Datu s foot in his nand and pressing it said, "Respected Datu ! 
I hope your tender foot is not hurt by hitting my old hard bones." Datu replied, 
"I am the rightful heir to this seat of Guruship. Go and leave this village 
quietly." 

The Guru left Goindwal the same night and went to village Basarke. The 
devotees left for their homes after the departure of the Guru. Only the 
Brahmins and the toady who had come alongwith Datu were left. Datu held 
recitals for three or four days but as no Sikh came to pay obeisance, Datu 
returned to Khadur in frustration. 
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1558 «)hW] f^H djf >>Mtf Ht £ fiM H XJW wťt fHH dldfcl' Ht U'dď Hf 
oftnt I §tf M'dď H 1 " ^ddcS djf ^HUTH Ht 'd^ ?wť fen oTdH U?7 I djf t=ft H¥ 
lífTOř ddotÍHdd ďlH, fif# »fOr £ ferŠ" ŮH dďd' WoT § dJUHfH H 1 " §lí?H f^H 7 , fřT^ 
fe^ H3ft H FÍTvWTt H?> I §H fUsT §y £ HH?H HÍdW §^ ÍFČT5" uf^T § djf 
TTOoT H fHH?) H 1 TTC otd^'íy>>r I HH7T FMW oTTO HH, HfdW H* TOUŠ" 

^few w hhw fyotó 1 orro w »fn^t»fr ^t^ť ^ ^ ^prra un i djf Ht 

H ?HW <SW^" HdTH W §77 §oT ut KTO I dTHF Hfo»T §T-íd feHTTO 

ČTTO ^few § W HW HdTT >>TU oT7TTO ffe »F dTH I §H fU3" H Htft ís^'<S 

h TFBMor »rdj fyoTó ů á §77 w >h t y 1 ajf nt £ §?p § ^fn»r, "kot h #dT 

oTK, ^U, HU H ŮoT^ TO, fíTčý §*U3 fnd^" djf Ht frffw" ?TO Ut oTf UHHnf" H 1 " 
HoTH 7 U l" »fe ÍTO Wd oTčT 5T »TU ď1f«^'tt ^UH "UH HTF I 

djf nt £ dirytd^'« yrr Ér ntor fa vh^ h hhč* fm Hdiď 1 nt >H T ^ T H T ťt huh 

^cr dTHt Ht I Hfe f%H í^r H^ UTT Ht I dJ<J řft 7> Ht dlít Udl" čfTO tfFt 

1559 «1hsž1 fez, tra yQwl yd^'0e f^íh? ora^ fe^ 1 yQ«1 ^et wťt frtW 

HdT^ ^ QdH'd feyrfenri Ht d T Ke T H rTt 7> dTd" »fHd OTT tTť F řT^Ft UH 

^t, »nr^ fnd §^ ívfét ^for tordW ^ ^, fmr h^th § djf-ure ^to ^ 

^eurz?j ofd^ Ir ufer djf ?rt ^ fé^r ÁdTď oftn 1 ", fRH #tT?? ^or^ 

h iítt dv OTt flfe ^ whí údTH to ^ tr^ 1 " ^ ^ bif i dir«^»tt 

fHoT Udl d^í 7Ť ^ ČTU 1 " dfdtď Ht, f-Hdď ffe f djf Ht f^UTJ dfo^' 

Ht I §TJ W djf Ht ^ HH §Tíď ^t #H?7 wf^T" I HtH l^Hd djf Ht ^ ÍF77H 

^T 1 " ^ H^ Ft fer HHď oTď f^dT I djf Ht §H HV W ť dl0d1 ^t ^d*' fe^ few 

^ f 5f ^H HIT HHH TO ^ WM.tJ ^H fdl>>r I ^TO" >H T TO "UHU § "WdTU #cft 

Wt #H fHH 1 " I H^H^cT ^ VTÉ" § ^ ^ iffe^ I §h£ H?^?H fHH 1 ", fHH fuV 
H HoH f^H HV Ht TOH HfFHHt ŮHt H HHdW § HdT fdT»T §H fé^ UÚVt TOíH 
Ht Hd/ HHHW-dVt H^t^ ďdd Ht I 
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Tour of Sacred Places 



In 1558 A. D.. Guru Amar Dass started a tour of Hindu places of pilgrimage 
for the propagation of Sikhism. Guru Raní Dass gives an account of lhát tour 
in Raag Tukhari'. The Guru first went to Kurukshetra where he preached the 
Sikh way of life to thousands of people including Yogis' and recluses. Then 
he acquainted people gathered on the banks of river Yamuna.with the mission 
of Guru Nanak. While crossing the Yamuna bridge, those eollectingbridge tolls 
from the people, presented themselves before him with offerings. They did not 
collect any toll from the devotees crossing the bridge with the Guru. From there 
he came to village Kankhal where he told the villagers that lust, anger, greed, 
attachment and pride are rnans major enemies whieh can only be subdued 
by following the Guru s teachings. He returned to Goindwal after preaching 
at Hardwar for eight days. 

On rcaching Goindwal, the Guru saw that the number of devotees coming 
to the village had considerably increased due to preaching. There was one 
common well in the village. To iulfil the increasing demand of water, the Guru 
started work for construction of a step-well in 1559 A.D. The devotees worked 
with great zeal for the construction of the step-well. Although Sri Ram Dass 
was the son-in-law of Guru Amar Dass, yet he showed the Sikhs, the way 
to serve by carrying baskets of sand on his head. 

By the zest of the devotees, the construction of the step-well was 
completed in 1559 A.D. Before the inauguration of the step-well, the Guru 
arranged a Langar (community meal) and everyone, who took meals there was 
given one Rupee as a reward. Many high-caste people sat with others and took 
their meals in order to get a Rupee. The reward was increased to five Rupees 
at noon. In order to get five Rupees, the Brahmins of the village also sat in 
Pangat (sitting together), took meals and went away. An ascetic named Hari 
Ram lived at Goindwal who used to instigate the villagers against the Guru. 
That ascetic did not come for the meals cven on being invited by the Guru. 
In the afternoon, the Guru increased the reward to one gold coin. Guru Ram 
Das writes about the ascetic in Gauri-ki-Var' that he was taken in by the greed 
for money. He secretly sent his son to the Langar. Those serving the meals 
saw him. The boy was small. He told everything which resultcd in great 
disgrace for the ascetic among the villagers and everyone to know that he was 
a hypoerite longing for wealth just as a erane standing in wait for fish. 
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3Jf >md tFH Ht £ fnVt H IjW WFt HH § 22 ?W ^ ÍhV I U3" § 

Kfrt ht ?ť h fen 1 " i for^" nt Kfřt §h šrrar h 1- frM wg-^Hď ínV 1 gjf nt vírft^ 

®H§ óřW H?> ÍHdď fw §T% >HW H 1 " UH 1 Ht I ^HH 7 " ČTK frM H 7 VH 7 ^" oTB77 

H ?TO wt H3TH H H3" H3" oTBTT ^t ťp? 7 " Ht I H wtf, VÍYfl^d' HFt 

37f Ht W >>T#^ T Hfťt Ht I Hfft^U ffTUí? fOT 3" H5T >tfnf H3 T^ft H?> HoTH, §7^ 
H §^ BTf Ht W 5T, ^UH H 7 " č5T HH fHH H?H §U HH f%H »F 3ťt»T dofwk' 
H >Ho^ť H 7 UW, dj| tft ITH f^oTó tj # H?T I fcí Hd/ H Wď WoC, WHOT 

Ir ^ďď ITFt H^H H?7 I fHH ?TO fe^-fe^ Ht >>THH?7 UfčHt FF^t Ht I 3Tf 

nt h 1 tí<;oi«ď u 7 ^" «ťt §y dl fy ^ h § m h di^dcSd fena w 
ferfe čra?7 wnt tfrw i §h£ di^dcSd w fenfe" oftnt, "htj nt £ vrat HVÍt?7 

dHcWHdl HHt ŮHt U l" dl^dcSd H dlfvJt^M yH $ Hú&tt črtét I HTÍFH H y33 H 7 HČTHH 7 ' 

di fy ^ w yn^, h di^dcSd HTOvr wh ora^ fuf >hot3 fe&t Hdw 

feH ZTH3 tj fBPH 1 " I §H^ »T1Í^" ^oT3 § ?TÍW oTO ŮčíT H 1 " BTE 1 " "UlTr?^" fe>>T, fHdď 
WW W ^fd»TO of^ § IT^cT Hdťt Ht I >HoT%3 ^ oTtt §U 

^ UF I §lý F oTO of^ ^" §7^ § fe&t tdd^d f#§" ófe fď^" fdP>T I 

BJf ^HFHT Ht 'B^T dlQJV few U?7 fe" §TJ ^ f^wt ťdH'd >Wt 
Ht dl ť díl >RJ § KW ^ ^UH »TF I f WoŤ wfFW 3^ I dTÍFH W "U^ HtVTU 
t foR>r I §HH >HHď WT-IT^t H^f TO U fdPH 1 ' I W ÍW §U HlaPH 1 ' I djf Ht 

f^t f?ffH>>r sre ^ §h^ »n^t Hor-u^or fen Qfyddl ^t i 

WiraU 1566 ťlH^l >HómU čTC H>r OTt ff^W I ^ >HoT^ w 

H 1 " ferÍFH oŤM I >HOTď £ 3Jf >HHdt"H Ht § U^H^ U ^ rHoCfed' H 1 " §^ H^ 

OTt W ^ÍHnT I 3Jf Ht ^ Ht d^HHTT hT § >H r Ucf r If^tfej H^ 1 " ^ >>fóTH^ ITH #H ÍHH 1 " I 
Ht čTXHTT Ht ^ WH^*" Ht UČT ferf^H H 7 dHrtlMdl §^ fHH 7 , fHH ?TO >>™ ^gH 
m UÍF^ I >HOT^ ^ WH^ § HUH F 1 ^*" ITFtW I >HoTHď ÍHWt § H^ HH dTÍFH^W 
fetT ^Tf Ht § fkftw I 1T3TH feH fe, ÁBM SoT ^ WH tÍF»T I >HoTO ^ Ht 

HHH OTt H'díld H^t W7Í\ HTf Ht ^ ^H§ fcr, HBTH H 1 " U I ÍFH § H3TH 

H^ črte U I HHť >}TV^ ^H f^H ftlH>>r H HHWHW § MďHd HHF I ŘfH>>r ^ HHlW 
H fóTR H# l" 
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Complaint to Akbar 

Guru Amar Dass divided the country into 22 zones for the propagation 
of Sikhism. Every zone was given the name of Manji (seat). The Manji of the 
area became the centre for preaching the Sikh thought. The Guru entrusted 
the charge of the Manjis to Sikhs of high character. Besides preaching 
Sikhism, his work consisted of dispelling doubts of the devotees. It was 
imperative for him to visit the Guru twice a year. The misconceptions and 
doubts that the Manjidars (in-charge of Manjis) could not clear themselves 
were brought to the Guru and the answers were given to the devotees on 
return. They used to confer with the Guru about the troubles and difficulties 
facing their zones. In this way, the people were getting rid of Brahmins. This 
was resulting in the dwindling of income of Brahmins day-by-day. To get rid 
of the Guru, they sent Goindas son to the governor of Lahore to complain 
against the Guru. He complained to the governor that the Guru had forcibly 
occupied his land. The governor came to Goindwal to ascertain the facts and 
dismissed the case as being falše. 

After the dismissal of the case from Lahore, Goinda s son presented 
himself in Akbars court at Delhi. He made his servant wear a dirty cloak of 
blue and black which was necessary for anyone who wanted to petition the king. 
Both of them proved falše in the investigation. Their faces were blackened and 
they were turned out of Akbar s court. Guru Ram Dass writes in his verse 
in Guari Raag' that both of them returned from Delhi with their faces smeared 
with the filth of the whole world. People stopped talking to them. Goinda s son 
fell ill. Food or water could not pass his gullet. He began to cry due to hunger 
and thirst. He got dishonoured in this world and the next by falsely defaming 
the Guru. 

Whcn Akbar was at Lahore in October 1566 A.D., Brahmins complained 
to him. Akbar called Guru Amar Dass to Lahore to answer to the complaints. 
The Guru sent Sri Ram Dass as his representative to Akbar. Sri Ram Dass 
gave satisíactory reply to every complaint fo the Brahmins at which Akbar was 
greatly pleased. Akbar severely reprimanded the Brahmins. On his way back 
to Delhi, Akbar met the Guru at Goindwal. He was very happy to sit in Pangat 
and have meals. Akbar offered a Jagir (land) for the Langar but the Guru said 
to him, The Langar belongs to the devotees. It is better that it be run by the 
devotees. Please consider Hindus and Muslims alike in yoUr country. Abolish 
jazia (tax) and pilgrim tax from Hindus." 
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djddhdl HFt irátfw Test for the Guruship 




dlddhdl rot Wtfw 1 " 



djf »f>fd ^H řŤt £ TT^t TTfc HVF&čf vfu<FŤ, djddkí) ut Mvp^t §H H^'tďd 
§ HÍ/5T Ht, PHO^' §H ÍTIH^dt § ^Jdít Hd/ fo^ HoTe 7 U"# I HBT^" ^t fcSdl'0 ^ 
TW, Ht d^-f^R" H W?\ TŤT H?7 I §U djf TTt ^ TTWt H77, fFRJ^ HH 7 3 
HS HdF 5T HČJT3" ^ oT?U TO I djf TŤT £ F H?7 fét fed" HčP tTd ottt rot 

djddhdl ^ HH ífét nffew T^ít nfe»F, ŤJZT ^fu^hŤ §, "féoT H#n fEoT TFoT 

djf TTt £ TT ^ fčPJPčT oftH ^ fcr, "fEU 3ToT ?ňjf ¥5" I TFPfr § ^TT 

šr orej ý tre yďOci 1 r t?tt fen £ fen fe»rd čtU? h djf Trt 3" §5* ý ^t 
ňeo^f^i fen ^dj 0H'd^ h ^'0<i ^ frofHW 1 " hh fe?r ^jto 7 fezr i >n^ir fc?? 

TT^T djf TTt 7; ^FW TTt ^ fed" OTH ofe fer fa fen § ^ZT F# 3* §h£ 

>>rďT §"Hď fe^ 1 ", ">f fer g^r h ^te w^yrď f=r>>rd črtn 1 " tr i >>ru ^t ^#nt ®vra 
tn? ofd^ »rv § we u 1 vf fen g^r oi úd ?^jť y^Oé 1 1" djf Trt £ ttít nt 

d T H^ T H TTt ^ ^oTH oTŠ >>fdT feF, "djf Ht, Hd §^ f?OF oft I H§ 

W?^ 3" TO mm Wt HdHt > H^H T d ^ ¥^ HoT l" Hdld' £ řT^T Kt d T VTE rT H 

TTt ^ tHU HtJ?> §y § Wt?7 U fdP>F djddk/l ^t fiJH^t H^'W<± # ^dT 

Ht d T >fF T H řŤt Ut K?7 1 djf tTt 7i §y ý dJddk/1 ^ VTWoT gnf 3T, §?f >^ LftUTŤ >H T V 
ÍTTd f?^ T fe>K T H fen FFdt HČJTU § djf d T Vpe T H TTt >>fdT TTTd ^^'Od ^t > H T fdT > >r oftnt I 
Wžft HdT3" ^ HJf TTt ^ UofH >fe fŤW I 

1 HdHd, 1574 y)H^l fe^, djf >H>Td ^TT TTt ^ ŤTHt TTTH H>F§^" ^ vfefŤ, 

>H r U^ Líd^n ^ TTdT HdTH § feŤS" oTC ^ fer, "Hd ŤHU UTT J3o[ Hdld fw ÍOT 

^ d^ ?^íť I WŮ HdTd f^TdTd" HK , H 1 ^ U% Tjt H^t §^ ťt^ 1 " dTO ^t T^íť fo<QTo< 
djf ^et H^t ^ FTS" H?> ^ U^d 1 " Fd oTJ fUH 1 " Ů I H 1 ^" TUŠ" ¥d?7 řT W § 

W 1 ^" ^t I >H T HH T ^t Md 1 ^ ÍHd^ UdH 1 ^ 1 " FT^tl H^lw Wrat»T ufeu 7 ^ 

H 3" 7^fť TTT^, fSTH ^t Wt 1T" i WW 77ťt oT^é 1 I H^td 

§Vd 7T0-T ^ tHHd?7 oTdTF l" djf >HHď TTT ^ fw H3t ^t dHH VÍUTF ZÍt TO 

ora^ťt uťt nt 1 fer^ fyndl § tV>m dďO<i y^" fu^t ŮFt Ht i HdT3 1%^ fyHdl 
^ ufg- oře ^ >h t ^ t H^y oft^ ůf^r nt i >xorad toj ý ^t H^t ^t dHH ord?7 
^H3" fer nt i 
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Test Jor the Guruship 

Before the merger in God, Guru Amar Dass had to entrust the 
responsibility of Guruship to a disciple who could shoulder it well. The 
devotees had two Sikhs in view, Sri Ram Dass and Bhai Rama. Both of them 
were son-in-laws of the Guru, who used to serve the devotees with body and 
soul. To dispel any doubt that might arise in the minds of the Sikhs that no 
injustice had been done in bestowing the Guruship, the Guru, one morning, 
asked those two attendants to construct a platform each. Both of them 
prepared the platforms by the evening. 

The Guru went, saw both the platforms and said, "The construction is 
very poor. Pull down these and construct again tomorrow." The next day both 
prepared the platforms and the Guru again rejected them. In this way the 
process of making and breaking the platforms went for seven days. On the 
eighth day when the Guru pointing to the defect in Bhai Rama s platform said, 
"Please demolish it," he replied, "I have prepared this platform according to 
your instructions. You forget due to your old age. I shall not dismantle and 
remake this' platform." When the Guru pointed the defects in Sri Ram Dass's 
platform, he replied. "Respected Guru ! Be kind to me. Bestow upon me 
intelligence and power so that 1 may construct the platform according to your 
wishes." When the devotees heard these words of Sri Ram Dass, they were 
convinced that he was the person fit to shoulder the responsibility of 
Guruship. Guru Amar Dass after installing him as Guru, bowed before him 
first and then asked all the devotees to pay him respccts. All those present 
obeyed the Guru's command. 

Before his merger into the Supreme Being, the Guru called the members 
of the family and devotees on lst September, 1574 A.D., and said, "No one 
should cry on my leaving this body of five elements. There is no need to pláce 
an earthen lamp on the palm of my hand at the time of my passing away 
because with the word of the Guru, the darkness from my mind has vanished. 
The rite of Pind (Balls of food thrown in water) or feeding the Brahmins for 
me is not required. The Name of God is the only food for the soul. Do not take 
my ashes to Hardwar but immerse these in running water at any pláce. Do 
not take out a funeral procession. Let Name of God be recited after my death." 
Guru Amar Dass had already stopped the rituál of Sati among Sikhs. Widows 
had been given freedom to remarry. It had been forbidden for women to come 
to the congregation in veil. He had also asked King Akbar to ban the custom 
of Sati. 
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3Jd ^TK^H řft F 7 řTTSH 24 HdHd, 1534 «1h^1 fey HŘH F TO 7 "? f?" 7 

Kšrt f%^r ťÍfw i fy f fuB 7 íth f redí H?" 1 vpit fun 7 £ fy F 7 ?5Ť 

^H^H Ud Utf fes UfZTFT W oTCo!, HT3 1 " ÍV^ ý fwď TTO řT"^ 

orfj oí ywQe h^t 1 fen -gy dT^-nro fy § orífe i řTřr fu 

HB HW F H?7, fy F HT"? 7 firB 7 oT"d I fy F W H?~ 1 vrB 7 fUB^ 

f ^TFra fiíf , fy § fy Ft ^rot m b" yndd w dTFt i ř 77 o> fy -?> 
djďď órd?7 tw\ ufdT^r #^""5 f 7 to 1- »fe fen 7 1 1546 «1h«^1 fcu nt f^ řft 
£ dlíy^-w ^rfew 1 Bjf »fdTF f - ? řfť f orfe fw, fu >>rir^" w^d § to ~b 

»TF, Ht d T >fE T R' Ť=ft § ~€t »TUJ ?JTH ďlíy^'** W dTF 1 

Htfy^w yrr čí nt čtk^h Tft £ >H r u^r Lrfaw 7 fiF 7 ufdT^tw #^ f 7 fen řTnft 

ÍFB 7 I tťt B felÁ ~J 5> ollddcS H~"Í7~ >H T ťt HdTB FT ord7~ F 7 f<SdAH few I 
dJčJ »ídTF F~? řft HT >HHď FTT § 1552 FTH^ fes ^_íM^t FT fřIVprčřt HV 5T 
fy § dlíy\^'rt dfu 5> fnVt F 7 ord7~ F 7 UoTH 5TTB 7 I féor ÍF?7 VTB 7 VT"W F^t 

^ dra >Hvra f^h řft § roBt orfBt, "u? yr§ w?3 f f^ru orď?~ wft óM ^ 
fto -1 " tďdlte'' ů 1" djf tft £ y"fe>>r, fen ^ wíf u ?" nt d T >re T H řft fn 

HVT ff HUí dlí H77 1 VTH 7 K7TR 1 " ^t ^ Tft d T >Te T TT řft ^ fyH'ď 5Td ^ fcr, "fen Hd/ 
^ U# l" BJf řft ^ foRF, <c "feH ^d/ ^ ^d ^ fkd^ fF^J ut U, tťt AUť l" ÍFH 

3ý ntnt f 7 ?^" WFt nt ^vrem řft § ^bt ^d řT 7 ^" ^, fhh^ 1552 seln^l fy ^ 
djf MHd ^h řft, frfe dldy' f% fyoTól uťt řrra 1 " § ws-w^ w tu-^ 1 ^ 1b>h t ht 

^. ÍVó( LTdTB f^J ^ ^čT^ ^ "3" H+Ft H^T of^ ^ >HH^t řft^ řJdH 1 " ^, 1558 

Ftn^t ^hjh diry^^'w yrt i ffe^ yřr ^ fy í^sr yQwl fe>>r^ čtw 

5Td fF^ 1 ", fRH et H^ 75Ft Hdlď 1 řJd B >H T f^" WHÍtW I ÍFoT ÍTO F dfo? 

gTF CTBdi . ^e>>r~d F rť-HťS'íS WFt řTF UF dTÍFF^H d^" I fy Ž Ht d^HFTT řft 
§ ÍHd ÍHZt Ft Z5Tdt Wt řTF Ffw 1 " B 7 Ud 7 ?^ UF fe" ffe H^t řT3 F 1 UB^, 

nru^ ngď u/d ?f^ť řTB f Koť f tto dK á" hftf^ fT bh/ čt^ fdír nt i 

fy ^ dT^ řft é BTH foTCF , "BTfť >>TV^ řT^ťt W fPoT ?Ťt^ť W3\ 

^d^ 7 dTJ Ú I f?U >Hn4 7^ W ^ťť fFF 7 I " Ht d T HF T H řft ^ >H 7 líH : t f^HBF 7 ^ 7 § fej olfJO 

Hc 57 "i?. -Í1TJ řft W řT 5T HTT^t ořt^t, "ÍFy F 7 "dTH 7 ?7 "5 7 ^?T r . fej >HtSH'<i U?", fey 

t } J"-F ^-Tft fóT ÍFU bft "5Tfu dt U7" I fo^ 7 § fePH 7 ?" ?Sťť foT H^ 7 řTB-ITB H fdHdt"dl 

-r { '- • j^} riFt (7 i" 
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Extraordinary Childhood 




Extraordinary Childhood 

Guru Ram Dass was born on the 24th September, 1534 A.D., in Chuna 
Mandi Street of Lahore. His father, Hardas Sodhi was Khatri by caste. He was 
named Ram Dass but being the first child, he came to be called Jetha (first 
child) at home and in the locality. His parents passed away when he was seven. 
His maternal grand-parents lived at Basarke. After the death of his parents, 
his grandmother took him to Basarke. To make his living, he started selling 
boiled salted grams at Basarke. In 1546 A.D., Sri Amar Dass colonised 
Goindwal. As advised by Guru Angad Dev, he came to Basarke to take his 
family alongwith him. He also took Sri Ram Dass along to Goindwal. 

After reaching Goindwal, Sri Ram Dass restarted his work of selling 
seasoned grams. After his round, he made it a daily routine to serve the 
devotees assembled for discourses. Guru Angad Dev entrusted the Guruship 
to Sri Amar Dass in 1552 A.D. and commanded him to preach Sikhism staying 
at Goindwal. One day Mother Mansha Devi requested Guru Amar Dass, "It 
is time, we should look for a suitable groom for our daughter Bhani." The Guru 
asked, "What type of groom should we look for?" Sri Ram Dass was passing 
by at that time. Mother Mansha Devi pointed towards him and said, "The 
groom should be like him. ' The Gum said, "He is the only boy who resembles 
him. There is none else." In this way, considering Sri Ram Dass a suitable 
groom for Bibi Bhani, they were married in December, 1552 A.D. 

Guru Amar Dass returned to Goindwal in 1558 A.D., after preaching to 
the masses assembled at Hindu places of pilgrimage, the practical way of life 
of sitting at a common pláce for taking meals, giving up differences of caste 
and creed and sharing common services. Reaching Goindwal, he started the 
construction of a step-well. On hearing the construction of the step-well, the 
devotees started pouring in to take part in the service. One day some pilgrims 
from Lahore who were going for a holy dip to Hardwar, stopped at Goindwal. 
They were surprised to see Sri Ram Dass, a son of a Khatri, carrying a basket 
of šand on his head and working alongwith people of low castes like an 
ordinary labourer in his in-law's house. They said to the Guru angrily, "You 
are making your son-in law work like a labourer of low caste. This is not 
becoming of you." Hearing his relatives talk like this, Sri Ram Dass went to 
the Guru and prayed, "Please do not be angry with them. They are innocent. 
They do not know what they are saying. They have no knowledge that service 
is above caste, creed and relationship." 
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1559 yln^l fe^, Jir«tí^'i6 feíf, djčj »ívra tTTT řft yďyl gfó yQwl ?ra fnVt 
^ tra fdPH 7 1 fřř# ufuw wú\ HdTd" fór iřdTH fee wdTď gčret Ht, 

HdTH fó* ^ fFHTTO ^t oTd7^ ?5crft, fřTH tT^-lTd "d f^-?^ ^ Mí Hd!d' ^ 

h?> f^if ^f^t? jŤfomr i pHOď ^t fór ^t ďir«V^»tt fw § sfór ^ fop>r, 

§FŘ fug" §H Hfř Wď Hf oTC f^H 1 " I fór ^ £ Wdí HcSď ^ 

H7Ť f^T ^ ?3K ř?ď íŤfBPH 1 ", 3Jf-UTd ?TO HdTT fe 1 " ífeft H ČoT 

HWW § fór W 1 ^ HHF fór 3* ^cCď JTdT I W H řTHt^ 

WFT fój HUW HHofiS § fdW fa ?Ttéť řTdí" ř?" Heft >Kn^ >>TU ý ^ HďHd HHF^" I 
>Hoídyd 1566 ylH«ťl f^WH^ ^HK^ óídfd^ I WEra^et ďddl 

^ W 1 ^ Qó'Q'td UF, WVT^" H řTHtoŤ 7> fWw 5T, djf > HHď UTT řft H fór 

fórfóTrvr fóf^ ot^ ár >Hora^ § fun 7 1 was £ ferfó?^ 3" 3jf >hhh fth 
řft § dify^^'« h^t #tt fďd 7 far §u šr §77 fórÍFH 1 " ^ ^ 1 gjf 

řft £ H^F fHWH" §^fd, fepfed 1 " ^ §^ FcT Wťt Ht d T VTe T H řft 7> >H T V^ T l[fdf<SU 
H^ 1 " >H3W T-TH TO #řT feH 1 " I 

to t?dy'd nt 3 T vre T H řft £ ferfóivH ^ h^w ^ f^r ítč* 
Hf ofr/3r r 1 vírot ferfó Ht, "fór dpfedl ^ ^5 ?^jf ora^, frmý ^ íwh fó^ 
fer fó^ ^ťt wťt orř^ 1 " u 1" nt ^vi^H ^ fcr, ""t^ ^ fnw fór ^t cďdtď 
u di' fy dl ^ neu ?^rf óra hčtu, tra črjf ttočt ^t frřfw- wš\>>ř ws* «^dd' 

OTt H^ U, frlddl H>f WHW § d^ HHt oďdVI ÍHd^" #^ HTT ?TW 
lf^?7 WFt Ut ^Tfť l" tHFT H^H čftHT fdTW, "ÍhV 1w dld^' ^t M'dď OTť o^U l" Ht 
d T HF T H řft 75 §^ fe^, "^fóí, TO o[TO UÍ^dd ?^fť, VRFyd^T "d f%F^W U 

dfU^ oTd^ Uf^dd H?7, fřTU# dldy' ^t M'dď oTd?7 ?Tfw § fdPH 7 ?^ fé^ H?7 I 

dldy ^ird" ryoTól org?7 wvr^ ut ^rre ^ 1 fanm %z f^td^'cS 

?7Ut I " diTT H^H Ht, "fffa řr3-W~3 ttt VÍTO I " Ht d T HH T H tfl" £ §^ f^H 1 ", "řTH-l^ď 

^et ot^ >f^ wvr^" ^ .didly ' § Fwt w^t d^t hT i ricSď ^et ^wyl tw\ T^út 1 " ^^h 7 " 

HH 7 r^Q t! 1 U I Ud" W, Ud HH HřTF U l" Ht d T HF T H tfl" W ÍHorfe 7 F §^ H5" ŠT 

»íorg^ Ft for ú dfó 1 wgg ^ fHďv 7 ^ f šr §77 ^ htth 7 ?) ote 7 1 nt wfh nt ^ 
>xoc&3 w ufór §h§ fcr, <ť f^f?r údr ů# h hhT' fuWr ^ ydď 

toTH d" ÍTFftW fe 1 " W oTU l" ^ djf řft dfe VÍTT OTt I 
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Respect from Akbar 



After the construction of the step-well in 1559 A.D., the teachings of 
Sikhism received a further boost. Whereas the devotees sat for their meals 
in Pangat upto that time, they now started bathing at one pláce which resulted 
in the elimination of differences on account of caste and creed from their 
minds. Who-so-ever saw the Sikhs living at Goindwal, started similar 
preaching on returning to his village. With this sort of preaching, the fallacy 
of caste and creed began to be cleared from the minds of the people. They 
started discarding Brahmins thinking it to be an unnecessary burden. It 
became difficult for the Brahmins and high caste people to bear that low caste 
people think themselves to be their equals. 

In October 1566 A.D., Kíng Akbar stayed for some time at Lahore. Taking 
advantage of his presence, the Brahmins and high caste people drafted a 
memorandum against Guru Amar Dass and presented it to Akbar. Having 
rcad the eharge-sheet, Akbar sent word to Guru Amar Dass at Goindwal to 
comc to Lahore and reply to those complaints. On receipt of the message. Guru 
Amar Dass sent Sri Kam Dass as his representative to Akbar to reply to the 
charges. 

In the court at Lahore. Sri Ram Dass began replying to the charges in 
the complaint one by one. The first complaint was, "The Sikhs do not recite 
the 'Gayatrť which, according to the teaching of Vedas, is to be recited thrice 
a day." Sri Ram Dass said, "The doctrine of the Vedas also says that the Sudras 
(untouchables) cannot recite the Gayatri but the teaching of Guru Nanak is 
common for all the castes. creeds and faiths which tells us to remember God 
all the time and not merely to read it with the word of mouth only three times 
a day." The second question was put. "The Sikhs do not visit holy places of 
the Hindus." Sri Ram Dass replied. "The places of pilgrimage are not sacred 
becausc of the water but were sacred because of the sojourn of great and 
learned men who imparted knowledge to the pilgrims. Now, only Brahmins 
live at these places who only collect offerings. There is no learned man to 
impart knowledge." The third question was, "The Sikhs -do not believe in caste 
systém." Sri Ram Dass replied. "Manu Brahmin had invented the caste systém 
in order to keep the poor oppressed. It was not for the welfare of the people." 
The fourth question was. "Sikhs do not worship the idols." He replied, "Stone 
has no life. The God of the Sikhs is ever-alive. He is present everywhere all 
the time." Akbar was convinced by the answers of Sri Ram Dass. Akbar 
honoured him with a robe of honour. 

Before leaving, Sri Ram Dass said to Akbar. "It would be a great reliéf if 
you stop imposition of Jazia and Pilgrimage Tax on the Hindus." And Akbar 
complicd with accordingly. 
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^tíh^hb ^et 7fítr B*r^t 



řj?7 1570 ylH«ťl f^,BJB>H>^ : e^ tŤt£ HlB T >{^^řŤt?J>^^ 

hbt, ywďAÍVsf h fditt^ttl Hfeř £ Htft>>r h ^jubTw § fyoTó ^tb § fér 7^ 
?íbtb ^h'0<í ^t >>ru^t HtT^tíT OTti hhbw £ bjb řft ^t u* feB to frat i 

fTT?7t fTT?7t ÍTHfe BJf TŤt 3 ?ÍBTB ^H'0<t wťt §17 W HBÍt, §?p TTfe»r f3TH ^t ?Ťu-?jorB 
oTB?7 Ir H fént I BJf TŤt ?7 §7^ ^t íTVÍt?) £ fBH^ §y § VH # 3" tJHt?7 ^ 

>>TU^ 77+ fow 7 " fcw "5 77^ 77BTB ^ ?Ť 'BJf oT B*í £ 9H'd1 ^ 77fa-"lfaB W feH 1 " I 
BJf ^ ^oT TTtB-tfeB §H W BÍW fBPX 7 ", ffŤt BJf TŤt £ 1497 VflH^I 

f^B >>nrer ití^hb w?? "u 1 ? to, tt^t §b" hb^ť; ý tto w ^ f&t uťt tt?^ § 
hV hw fep§^ *ret HWďcsgu Ir nfnj^t ufétf tut §rra to i fen ^ to frfér 

BJf TTOoT ^ TŤt £ feF Ht, 'Vťt HB^fŤW, f5TH HH fér HÍB^ VBTZ U"#BF H UBH 

^ wb-^b y<idi' 1" bjb ?r?7or TŤt £ ^čc ttb jtbt i Bjf mhb ^h TŤt ?> hJ 
^h^tt TŤt § xJBft ^b/ FmyOd fer fém ^b/ ^ ?tbtb- ^H'Qd ^ §77 ^ vBTBm 
nt, §u >>ru ^njH dify^'** btf h ?íbtb ^t 0H'dl ^t fsw^t nt ^k^h TŤt § 

HXT BT? I £ BJf ¥ UoíH f<S^'H >>ÍW?7 WÍW, frlOď 'BJf TO' 

ufHir ú fBP>r 1 §h fw §?f h^íhb hb^b ^ťt w^t Hf otb^ fent i fnV h^ 1 ^^' 

c? ftdďdltďd' ^ÁHHHF^ít >Hn^ W?t UTB HďOd >HŮ¥ oTB 

I Ht B T >re T H TTt £ H^'t"d' ^ ŮB oTfVPH 1 " Hťt ÁBTB ^ WJ oTB f^H 1 ", fřft 
tHdddHe ^ Š W HoTU 1 " Ht I 

fér ^ťt Ht d T Ht rT H Ht, BJf ^ W I? Btfé^H BJf řft ^ tddHcS' ^ťt BTH UF 
H77 1 §7ý W BJf TTt TTf 77BTB ^t QH'dl F^íHt TTB 1 " ^iíB tJrttď H^ ^ H# WH 
ŮFI BJf tTt H Ht B T >{F T H TTt § dlddhdl ^ TOÍ ^ 1 HHHB 1574 FÍH^t § fér ftTH^Bt 
HTJ fE^t 3" M^-T^ "UB^B HH3" šfH BB Č^BTB tfl" M^fBPH 7 oTB fď^t I BJf Bn-T^H 

tŤt H BJf ^cf f(S^'H oTB?7 BJf ^ tídHíS ÓTB77 OTt HBTH fF% VrT^" HBT UHt I 
§H fér čSBTB F 7 " ?Ť ^BoT B T >re T H B ÍBPH 7 " H BB f^TH U ^čft >>T ^ ^H3" T^BT I 

1577 FtH^t f^B BJf řŤt 7> ^BT fÚž ^fe>>r" W UÍT H fcw BB řTHt?7 MBtH HHt ^ 
ŤT 77BTB ^ ^HB5 fe? OTt HHTO ?5T B# I >>fÍHHHB HB^B ^ TTC ?7BTB ^ 7^" 

> >ffv{HHB ufHCr B ÍBPH 1 " I 
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Laying Foundation oj Amrítsar 

In June 1570 A.D., Guru Amar Dass took Sri Ram Dass with him, 
assembled together headmen and prominent people of Gumtala, Tung, 
Sultanwind and Gill-wali. The Guru put before them his proposal to colonise 
a new town. All of them acceded to the Gurus proposal. All of them gave, 
without any hesitation, the land demanded by the Guru for founding the town. 
The Guru after making payment for the land according to the measurements, 
got the deed transfered in his name. The town was named Guru ka Chakk 
and the foundation stone was laid. 

The foundation stone of Guru ka Chakk was laid at the pláce where Guru 
Nanak Dev had set his foot in 1497 A.D., when he had started his first long 
journey along with Bhai Mardana from Sultanpur to show the true path to 
the people gone astray. Sitting at this pláce, Guru Nanak Dev had said, "Bhai 
Mardana ! One day a big city will emerge at this pláce and it will be a centre 
of propagation of faith." The words of Guru Nanak Dev were being fulfilled. 
Guru Amar Dass gave detailed instructions to Sri Ram Dass about the type 
of the town he wanted to build and returned to Goindwal entrusting the 
responsibility of construction to Sri Ram Dass. He got a residential house 
constructed in accordance with the Guru s orders which came to be known 
as Guru Ke Kothe'. Alter that he took up excavation for Santokh Sar pool. 
The Sikhs serving at the site and daily labourers, perceiving the work to be 
of long duration, started constructing houses for themselves. Sri Ram Dass 
started Langar (free kitchen) for the Sikhs and other workers where every 
needy person could take meals to his fill. 

Once Sri Ram Dass had gone to Goindwal from Guru ka Chakk for an 
audience with the Guru. The Guru was very pleased to hear from him that 
the colonisation work of the new town was at full swing. Finding Sri Ram Dass 
competent for the leadership of the Sikhs, the Guru entrusted him with this 
responsibility on the lst September, 1574 A.D., and ordered him to go to the 
new town being colonised alongwith his family. Due to the shifting of the 
Guru s abode to the newly founded town, the devotees started coming to this 
pláce and behokl their Guru. The people of all trades started settling at 
this pláce and the name of the town changed to Chakk Ram Dass. In 1577 
A.D., Guru bought additional five hundred bighas of land from the villagers 
of Tung so that there may not be any difficulty in the expansion of the town. 
After the construction of Amritsar pool the town became famous as Amritsar 
(pool of nectar). 
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1570 VjlH^I 3Jf >HVra řít ť 3Jf oT W ?3u ot, diíVjV^W 

£ ^njH >>r§^ wrat yfť ^vrerr írt § "evi >x t f h?7 fa hvť >h t §^ fřira §vr Trap fnor 

^^HtovaT^d^dl 1 I 1577 HhT^f^^fWjfF^HWHHUU^TTHWBJf čFVf^H 
řTt W U"W I HTf tTt ^ TD-íVToTra čra ot §H ^tťt £ TO^t oftnt, tít, 

vrat »nratHt vr? 3" pHdď tvw >*nj oražr, vr vfc w^díl 1" feu črfa ot §vt £ 

oďdď Hf čte 1 ": 

"w tjt HTT?rt u i vr ^?7t w reát, vzt ^ favrtura ut ^zt xrt i vrat>>r 
tra ^ďt^ f^j to i fpor fos" w fuH 7 £ vt^ y"fe»r, ť ^r§ tre § cte fe^ 
u ?' vra íw wt Hrat^ 3 §^ fe^, fe řrt, imf fe"e ú i' vr vjfe»r uf^r 
vrt fo[ iravFHvr H¥ § § fee 7 u, "fen ?ret vr orfa fe^, 'vr§ § iravrHvr fue 1 " 

U l'vrafwvrafZH§^^fWH^:3T^ 

tre § ^«9di' i' ítět vr u HTFt vra 1 fe>>ru f^oT firarw ?rH ora ot vrý 

§ w ofe fé^i vr i^t ý fFcr fárat fe^ ir frra u*f h 

fu^ř fe^ VT3T ot djďď oTTO Hdtt I >HtT H#d" VT >>TU^ ftraTW V^t ^t Zorat, fer ^lí^t 

f cre, fFor tát ut ^ to w it, fu^- f?f čtc *re wnt vrare" Bizt i řre vr vre 
3" »THt 3+ vra unt toRrt itrot vrt h fer vrae ^u^t # §h t^t to vra 

tót Zorat otH W Ht I TT^ĚT VT feVT§ >>TU^" U^t W yf^H 1 3+ §^ fe^, 

'vr ut ^ fvaw vnt u+ r " 

Bjf řřt ^ yk^ §^ra §h vra^ £ §^ fe^, "vr ÍVjvw unt u+ 1 ^re ^R?7t, vrat 
Zorat ^í^t # ot^ w it ^nt BTHt vr #fy>>r fa §h sv^t # ir^t fen op dTH 7 huf 
otydífw^^^f^tot^tFevT^i vfťtfd^ 1 fd^t" §H^f^tf%^^fe>>rf^»ri 
§H^3t^ wt^ vra vt^ § wdTH" ?ro vra 1 !raT tra tr fopn 7 1 tt^ gfnst ^uh wpt 
vr ífvt ý vra" ofir ^fvp>r ira ízvrý vra §^ra mo<1a >>r fer i" 
Hjf řřt ^ §h f fer, "3tT?7t, feu ut v^t u i íh* iravr^vr fe^" wtrr 
oraot ^ra 1 fu^w unt §tt ^u^t ir^t >Ht^T ú fdP>r u i" ^rr?7t § Hjf írt ^ otíto 

^ira XHoft?7 >>T fZPH 7 I §H fW BJf TTt 3 VTdTH § ^fVT»T, ""feu ^VHt §U Ů, frTVTC" 

nra zra >Hvra nt wf^w^t ora giz vr?7 1" fe?r >>ffvra" ww nt ý ?ro 
š" i: Bjf i=rt ^ Hď<^d ut vra čra^ fď^t i fen »ffvrH u vra^j ?th ť Bjf čt 
^ot' u 1 " ?tť >>ffvr^vra ú fow i 
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Appearance of Holy Spot 

While returning to Goindwal after laying the foundation of Guru ka Chakk 
in 1570 A.D., Guru Amar Dass had told Sri Ram Dass that a great pláce of 
pilgrimage would appear at this pláce at proper time. In 1577 A.D., some Sikhs 
presented thernselves bcfore Guru Ram Dass with a woman and a man. After 
paying obeisance to the Guru that woman requested, "Respected Guru ! Please 
listen all that happened to me. I shall bow to the decisionyou make after that." 
Saying this that woman started her narration. 

"My name is Rajni. I ani the youngest daughtcr of Huni Chand. a landlord 
of village Patli. I have four elder sisters. One day our father asked, Who 
provides for you to eat ?' All the sisters except me replied, Father, it is you.' 
1 had heard that God provides for everyone. As such I said, It is God that 
gives me to eat.' My father was very angry at this reply of mine. He said, 'I 
shall see how God provides for you.' When I grew up, he married me off to 
a physically handicapprd man and turned me out of the house. I put my 
husband in a basket and carrying him on my head, started making my living 
by begging in the villages. This morning, I placed the basket with my husband 
by the bank of a pond in the shade of a ber' tree and went to the village to 
beg for something to eat. When I returned, the basket in which I had left my 
husband, was empty and this man was sitting on the bank of that pond under 
the shade of that tree. When I asked him about my husband, he replied, I 
am none other than your crippled husband.' " 

On being asked by the Guru, that man replied, "I am her husband. When 
Rajni went, leaving my basket on the bank of that pond, I observed that crows 
dived in the water of that pond and ílew away with their colour changing from 
black to white like that of doves. I also crawled to that pond. By eontact of 
water of that pond with my body my ailment was cured. I told Rajni evcrything 
on her return but she does not believe me." 

The Guru told that woman. "Rajni ! He isyour husband. Dur to your belief 
in God, your crippled husband has been cured with the water of that pond." 
Rajni believed what the Guru said. After that. the Guru told the congregation. 
"This pond is the holy spot about which Guru Amar Dass had íoretold." Karly 
next morning, the Guru took Baba Budha alongwith him and started 
excavation of the pool. By tlíc construction oi this pool of Amrit (nectar). Guru 
ka Chakk came to be called Amrilsar. 
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fřTH HVf 3JJ ^K^H ttT »ffH3H3 ^t H^ 1 " oTd^ 371 HS, Q?Ť W f^" 

Haft>>r e vrut t> fonr, "Bif fit, »ru e fw '>hhz hbt' ?^řť fnw i-fey ^ h^t 
fyfu fee ?^jť tř Hoře 1 1 ^hs?h fce ^u?7 »ru^ >>nr HFt 

?rať iret i řrě 1 Hor ý >>ru^ >nn; el HFt ?r ň# ne ^čt h?í tren e- oTd>r ?ro ?7ut' 
to Hoře 1- 1 tran e oren čftir fe hčt^ ?^jf net i h ^ri- fw £ Horet ?r fuwt, 
vrfew £ w fee- ut čie- h 1 " fy ý dďsfl frM ífto otto e 1 " oft ? hw 1 for 
HoT eď ort i" 

ujf řrt £ fěV, "VK fw wvr^r ý ?7dŤ uh^t w Hoře 1 " i ihvthvt § 
in? HoT^t TTzřf ú Hořet i fer wet »mť »tv£ fw § vavr^H 1 " ttw uh ctto et 
frfftPK 1 " fee ífi wh?j fee- fn v^vthvt e 1- ím ttht íre 1- w §u >ms^] 

HTřt tref ojedd f%^ ?tť^ >>r§^ wut řre 1 " ů i fen ^ffiw na H>f iravrnK 1 " e uh fen 
áňt aftre to, ffíH čto f?p § >h t hh t et nst ň rřet ui ^ ^£ ?re uh ora 
ot e^ ^et ure ?íňT dílíel 1 fen wet vavrHH 1 " § uh otto ^iw ^e h?ť fen e 1 ^" 
u^uh otto et itrfuH itf3H n Fret n 1 §77 e H¥ eV ea n fře to i >k t hh t e 7 fnR>ro 

Ů"<f ?TH n§H MHH ň i=ret n I e o7H-oP3 oW §U fíftf HHF^-HU fen 

nuť ^Hei" 

HIf rft 3 J Iff^JT, "fríy H^ft»F § ŤtčJT oTTO fw »Í T 3H T et H^t U fŤet U 

^ On i^r^t>>r fara řr Hdiw' f^foT^^ftreTO ? fu ¥^oi Bťt toh 1 " § ^eV h ~sčr^ 
l3ř ^^ocď ir^" e 7 foT^ ?^řť ene ?" §?p ^gftw § Hjf nt e h^ 1 ^ e 1 otťt §^ 

7^ HŤ5W "gř BTf ŤTt ^ fej HHe 0^'dd čft^ 1 " : 

ofe ořfe 33" <^h'^ ?raft ^H II 

gra - nfe" ufe gj^" Ir^g Áraťt Feir h^>>t ufe égr i?r 11 

flraft ufe HHt §u^g 11 

H^r ufe ufe fen >>rat uk >h t fh 11 

U HBft, f ?TH ^FF H HčT HH^t ^H'Qe' i feu H¥ fer# e 
c/ddM TO I ^Tf et fjffW" ČT, IfBVTdH 1 " e čJT^T H H?7 § §He UK f%H d^T H I 
H<577 ^fejf § §H WVTHVT e UK f%^ iFT^" fveH čT^, f-HO^ 1 W 
TT^čT U I H 1 ^ ^t §H UBVTHVT § ^VlHoCd U I 

iTě 1 ^ft>>r ^ >>rar^ iftt we ey ^ oř bth i 

— o — 
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Discussion with Saints 



At the Ume, when Guru Ram Dass was getting the construction of the 
holy pool at Amritsar done, a group of saints came to him. The Guru, 
respectfully, made them sit and asked them the purpose of their visit. 

The leader of the saints said. "Respected Guru ! Your Sikhs do not learn 
Ashat Yoga'. One cannot control the mind without the knowledge of Yoga. 
Self-realisation is not attained if the mind is not under control. The mind 
cannot concentrate on pious deeds unless it attains self-realisation. Salvation 
is not obtained without pious deeds. If your Sikhs do not attain salvation and 
remain shackled in the bondage of worldly things, what is the use of their 
becoming your Sikhs? Please dispel this doubt of ours." 

The Guru replied, "God cannot be realised without compassion. Salvation 
cannot be attained without the realisation of God. As such we teach our Sikhs 
to love God. When the love of God takés root in the mind, one beholds God 
on all the sides in His creation. In this way, the Sikhs remain immersed in 
His love all the time which results in their realisation of the inner self. There 
is no dearth of His blessings if you love Him who is the Giver of everything. 
As such. the desire for worldly things leaves those who love God. All their 
troubles vanish. Ego is finished by self-realisation. Those Sikhs do not get 
entangled in love for wealth even while doing their worldly deeds." 

The Guru asked them, "Why do those who have attained self-realisation 
through Yoga, live in the mountains or jungles ? Why don't they show the way 
to get rid of the pains and sufferings to the people gone astray ?" When the 
saints could not find an answer to this question of the Guru, he recited this 
verse : 

"O' Yogi, you play on a reed-instrument with your hands and a flute with 

your mouth. 
These are actions just for showing off. 

Get knowledge from the Guru, sing praises of God and immerse your mind 
in His thought. 

Impart to the people the teachings which make them to be one with Him 

who is Omnipresent. 
I also pay obeisance to that Supreme Being. 

(Raag Asa M. 4, p. 368) 

When the Yogis saw their secrets being exposed, they rose.and went away. 
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3Tf řTt W >tf T fe>H T I §H 77 ftíf dldM' Ft M'dď 3" H^t ÍVítfdfl fc^.črtH 1 " řT 
oMs^kw <TOf HÍ, fHHtď WoTťt § #ď £P¥ tlf^T I ífc? ^t t?3 oT3?T OTt, 

^ 7W Š^ 1 " Ht I >H T H-V T H čTC HoftW WoT^ť fefét>>T oC3 a[ Il^t ?W £ TO TTH 1 " 
Ht I §H ftfe £ dfe" fťt ^t TTC §H W ^t HUJ^ ^t ^ W" 

3" §H W >>T řŤe 7 "3" §HU ife ^ IÍHTT of^ I W ^faw § fera-§XJU 

Ft>tfT 3" čTC FÍW oTU^hr 3" č*¥ HHf^d U HWof H5T 1 " ^e 1 " I ffe ?ÍW § 

wditď fr^r §tj w Q?ť yrfdw §oí^ §uoT^ ^ fer ú# i fen wFt Hra" 

§HUt H^t >H T §-¥BT3 of^e i 

ujf £ §h § ith fw á iffe^r, "^h, >>ní ^ >h t §h t feRr ufenr ?" §h 
?> fpRF, "čnf řrt, nru ^ frftr w >>ffeH T ?ít tjt; i dldU' ^t wdď ?ňjf oran, frry ^ 

fyHcS'cS of^ ?TO ító W ^ ^5" tŤ TTO 377 H >>f3T H<?!ddl fHT^" U l" 3Tf tŤt 
77 §^ f^ 1 ", "fw Wčt H3TC of^TT 3tHg-r«HťS-'tS U I dldfcl' §*UU ÍH<Jď f^PH 1 ^ 

ufcw Huň/w w fvrc^e 1 " nt, §n £ y^r are .^t wt f#f fww řŤe 1 " u t v^vrHvr 
w fw?; unr ?th sre feu 1 " u 1 fw § H^ddi é w ^t ^ ?ruf ío(QTo( ^t>>r 

WH7;^t onw^ 1 " U, ÍTTHF 1 " fw § ÍHPK^ U FŤe 1 " U 3+ §y ^ ^ h¥ 
HďHd Ů FŤ? U?7 1 třftT" ^ §U #FTU ?TUt W OTt §TJ oTHW ?^řť I " ^ fcr, 
"fW »TV ^ foTR" Utf § W TJUt' ^ore l" gjf fřt ^ §^ fu^ 7 , "fWHJf-HH f 

hV ^re zr^ 1 h% líTT-f^r-Hd^ § frftr kV ?^jť z^re i .ujf -hh wf&yv fw ^ k?ť ^ 

§H HÍT ^ H^TS ortH 1 ", u fw H § f3 r >H T HT fď^" U "3" ^Jf ^t H^t ut Ht? 1 " 

v^e črfcrě u?7 1" Hif řft ^ §^ fďm, doíwlá' tí<joi'ď wťt, Itth^ 

U^t Ut ?uTť •FTtjt", HdT §U HHFt řŤet U I HHF á" §H §W řfe?7 ^ftw H^e 1 " U, 3^ 

ífh F?ft>>r f^u ^fzre uf, doiwl.^ 1 ^ H^t fvw ?rot u i ire hh^th fe^ u?^, 

IVlddl HHt W ^ HVT fFo?" HHF f^U ?^jť >>T HčT^t l" 

fřřH W H^ 7 Ht, U? §TJ H3T3" Ft H^ 1 " >>TU^ iM' 5^77 H%T fw 1 " I 
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Misapprehension of Ascetic 



An ascetic, on hearing the praise of Guru Ram Dass from pilgrims going 
to holy places, came to Amritsar. That ascetic had neither done himself nor 
had he got done from others, anything that had been of use to generál public, 
except visiting Hindu holy places. To satisfy his hunger, he would find a village 
with good population, select a shady tree outside it and set his camp at that 
pláce. Collecting some dry wood from here and there he would light a fire and 
sit by its side. When anyone from the village passed that way he would come 
to the ascetic on seeing smoke from the fire and arrange for his food. The 
ascetic used to tell the villagers, tales from here and there, some Puranic tales 
and some Sanskrit verses. It appeared to the villagers that that ascetic was 
being very benevolent to them. As such the villagers offered him great 
hospitality. 

The Guru seated that ascetic near him and asked, "Please tell me what 
has brought you here ?" He said, "Respected Guru ! Your Sikhs are very proud. 
They do not go on a pilgrimage to holy places. By bathing at which the wages 
of previous sins are destroyed and heaven is attained in the next world." The 
Guru replied. "Congregation is as good for the Sikhs as bathing at a holy pláce. 
The knowledge, one used to get at holy places from great men is gained by 
them from the Gurus word. The realisation of God destroys the wages of sins. 
The Sikhs have no use for the pleasures of heaven because the pains and 
pleasures of this world are niental illusions and u hen they come to realise this. pains 
and pleasures have no meaning for them. They, then. do not run away from 
the pains and do not pine for pleasures." The ascetic said. "Sikhs do not pay 
obeisance to anybody but you." The Guru replied, "The Sikhs pay obeisance 
to the light of knowledge represented by the Guru. They do not bow before 
my materiál body. The light inherent in the Guru dispels the darkness from 
the mind of every Sikh." 

That ascetic put another question, "The Sikhs have forsaken the Vedas 
and keep on reciting the Guru s verses all the Ume." The Guru replied. "To 
get rid of pain and agony. the Bani (Guru s word) is not merely read. it is 
understood. Having understood it, lile is moulded in accordance with it. It is 
then that one gets free of the pains and diťficulties while living in this world. 
Vedas have been written in Sanskrit and this language is beyond the 
comprehension of common man in these days." 

The ascetic gave up the hypoerisy of asceticism after listening to the Guru 
and became a Sikh. Where before he had people serve him. he started serving 
the devotees with his own hands. 



63 



3Jd/ (V?Tór ť^ TTT ť, 3Tf >>fdTU ť^ ř# 7J dlddhdl ťt fíjH^^t HU-ťč" ^W, §77 
ť Ht W § íffdPtf 1 " fa §H 7TO >tff7S>tf ir E r UÍHW HT I §H75 H^t §H3 HTf >tfdTH 

ť^ Trt ť feřcr wh ote 7 1 ttťt ^t cíhT ura >>rare ť^ ttt u 1- ?r tj* #u §77 § 
ir? y<t'0d wťt >hw oďďť 1 fsr fu 1 3+ w ura fncr ^h ht 1 Trť h^ nt w £ 

UM UWH TŤt ťt HoT W WH §W Heft 3+ §U >>TV >>ffH73TŤ3 3Jf TTT ť HFt 
>>TFI gjf TŤT £ TT^ WW íítWF >H T ^ ^ VH 7 ?W §U >K T V §77 § 3HH t^f 
3TF I 3Tf TTT £ HÍdoCd 7TO W Ht W § 7TO fčW 3" 7TO tV^ 

Í7W" I H^t hT W £ TJJf řít ťt ČHT t?'ddl irfe»F, "fcj f«d<S' W-T ^'dď 

fen wft ^iríynr u ?" Bjf tťt £ >>řďT fť^, ">h t v ^ht H^ryuH^ ťt ^h^-to 
tsfT i" djčJ ttt fcr >x T y šr, wt H3T3 ť FTuné" >>fnj7rt to! ?ra §77 ť W~š o[tt 

<T8T I WW HÍ #U £ UTf TTt § fFH 73ČT/ oTUť ťtf cT fer, "foj feHd^ 1 " ťt U TTTHTS" 
>tf r U § djddhdl ť OTT HďfyW l" 

1581 ylH^l f^B" djf d T >fe T H TŤT §, §77 ť ť IT3H ÍHďdl TŤt, >H T TO" 
ťt Wt fV^ ÍTHW Cr75 75ťt HU 7 " ť? »TF I djčj TŤT 7> Wt §^UH WFt 

ítt § yfsw 1 §77 fe fen tťtj-oth f tT r 5" HFt ^ ottj ferjt i fpf nt >xdTr^ ^ 

TŤT TO § tTO TŤdT Tjr HJd/ řtT A §77 § fcF , ' ' 3TtT ťt dfdď , řTe 3oT >HŘT wf? 

?^ff l" Ht > HčJTT?) ^ ttT § TTT TO >>TF ČT^t HH 1 " U W>T "3" tťt HT^F čS 1 " iffFW 
3+ §77 A Wt Wt f3A 1T3H ÍOT I ^77 ^ irfTO F ^77 U Wt fqťt W 

A 75" >>T§"75 ÍHtí W H ^ H^H I Ht M ^ ttt H UoTH >tf7WH 73TřT r 

"UHčJ T^UTJ »TH fnV 7^ čjjčj řŤt 7J Tjt I čJTčJ TTt 7> T^TíT if^TJ fHWTJ UTU7% 

f vh^- w firat w 75 yfe^r tjť Hora fep>r i fuťt w ^ ure ťt dwnl štt §w 

ť^ IT3H ÍHH HTF I ťW'<S fet HdTT? 7^ ÍWT foT flrat W dJddíWl oTd?? 

W?t HJf řfť 7TO ÍTU ^ f^T Ht I 

djd" tft 7S" W HV TTt 7TO "UrT trtV ¥TT ot Ht >H^TTA ť^ TŤT § TO 7J TO^" Š , 
28 >HUTHU, 1581 FTH^t § djddk/l ťt fřŤHWt HU fťťt ! djddhdl Ht >HHTT7^ ť^ TTT § 

ť^ Hrat w ž >Hnxé fe 7 " ujf ^vr^H ttt ttw FdT^ 1 " cfhr i gjj d T H^ r H 

TTt A §H§ W3 HHFH^H 7 §H §^3 cíťt WRJ 7T Úfew I ^ d T >Te r H TŤT H^ 

§ 7TO H oT dlfyV^-rt ^ HTH I flrat W > >ft>fdHd' ut fdU 7 I 1 HdHd, 1581 FTH^t 7J 

djd/ d^wnr ttt Ťrťt ťtth hh 7 tjíy i 
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Limitless Courtesy 

When Guru Nanak Dev entrusted the responsibility of Guruship to Gurr 
Angad Dev, his elder son, Sri Chand, felt that injustice had been done to him. 
He preached all his liťe against Guru Angad Dev. Whenever anyone spoke 
about Guru Angad Dev, he, to defame, would say that he was only a servant 
of their household. When Baba Sri Chand heard praise of Guru Ram Dass 
from the people. he came to Amritsar for an audience with the Guru. The Guru 
came to know of the arrival of Baba Sri Chand, he rose and went to receive 
him on the way. With great respect, the Guru took Baba Sri Chand with him 
and seated him in the congregation beside him. Baba Sri Chand saw the long 
beard of the Guru and asked, "Why have you grown such a long beard ?" The 
Guru replied, "It is to wipe the dust of the feet of great men like you." Saying 
this, the Guru started wiping the dust from his feet with his beard in full view 
of the congregation. On seeing the Guru doing this, Baba Sri Chand said, "It 
is this humility which has made you worthy of Guruship." 

In 1581 A.D., Sihari Mail, a cousin, came from Lahore to invite Guru Ram 
Dass to attend the wedding of his son. The Guru asked his sons, one by one, 
to go to attend the marriage. When the elder two sons refused, he asked his 
youngest son Sri Arjan Dev. He agreed, without any hesitation, to go. When 
Sri Arjan Dev started for Lahore, the Guru said to him, "You should stay at 
Lahore untill I call you." When a long Ume elapsed and no message was 
received, Sri Arjan Dev wrote three letters one after the other. His first two 
letters were taken from the Sikh who had brought those from Lahore, by his 
eldest brother, Prithi Chand and were kept by him. As ordered by Sri Arjan 
Dev, the Sikh coming from Lahore handed over the third letter to the Guru 
himself. On receiving the third letter, the Guru asked Prithi Chand about the 
first two letters but he denied having any knowledge about them. On search 
of Prithi Chanďs house, both the letters were found. The devotees sitting in 
the congregation saw that Prithi Chand was deceiving even the Guru, to obtain 
Guruship. 

The Guru sent five Sikhs alongwith Baba Budha to recall Sri Arjan Dev 
from Lahore and entrusted the responsibility of Guruship to him on the 28th 
August, 1581 A.D. Prithi Chand had bitter arguments with his father, Guru 
Ram Dass. on his entrusting Guruship to Sri Arjan Dev. The Guru explained 
to him patiently but it had no effect on him. Guru Ram Dass moved alongwith 
the whole family to Goindwal. Prithi Chand stayed at Amritsar. Guru Ram 
Dass merged into the Eternal light on the lst September, 1581 A.D. 
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